
Research and engagement to understand 
health care resources across Washington 

Visit: ofm.wa.gov/healthplan 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 
      

     
   

   
    

    
      

 

 
    

    
 

 

 
    

     

 

 
  

    
  

 

 
 

  

 

 
  

  

 

    

 

 

 
  

 

 
           

       
      

 
    

    

 
   

 

The OFM Health Care Research Center is engaging partners across Washington to inform the 
update to the Washington State Health Plan and Resource Strategy (RCW 43.370). This work 
supports statewide health planning by identifying priorities, policies, and goals related to the 
availability of health facilities and services, as well as quality of care and cost of care. 

Purpose 

The Health Care Research Center at the Office of Financial Management (OFM) is examining how 
health care facilities and services are distributed across Washington and how access, quality, cost 
and equity vary by region. Engagement with partners statewide will help identify key questions and 
inform research across the five objectives guiding the State Health Plan. 

Five Key Objectives 

Health systems assessment 
Describe statewide and regional population demographics, health status, and health 
care needs. Identify key policy issues related to access, health outcomes, quality, and 
cost-effectiveness. 

Facilities and providers 
Inventory health care facilities and services and assess regional need. Evaluate the 
infrastructure, workforce, and community resources that support care delivery. 

Health care data resources 
Identify and assess health care data needed for planning, including existing data 
sources, data gaps, and barriers to accessing data. Identify opportunities to 
strengthen community involvement in health planning process. 

Emerging trends 
Evaluate emerging trends in health care delivery and technology and their potential 
effects on access, quality, and costs of care. 

Rural health resources 
Assess health care availability and unmet needs of rural communities, including 
workforce capacity and barriers to accessing care. 

1 

www.ofm.wa.gov/healthplan
https://ofm.wa.gov/data-research/health-care/state-health-plan/state-health-plan-objective-1/
https://ofm.wa.gov/data-research/health-care/state-health-plan/objective-2-inventory/
https://ofm.wa.gov/data-research/health-care/state-health-plan/state-health-plan-objective-3/
https://ofm.wa.gov/data-research/health-care/state-health-plan/state-health-plan-objective-4/
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Engagement Opportunities 

Public Hearing and Comment Period 
Hybrid Public Hearing March 25, 2026 | 10:00–11:00 a.m. 

UPCOMING 

In person Online Microsoft Teams Join by phone 
1500 Jefferson St SE Meeting ID: 228 157 850 496 26 +1 564-999-2000, 713752260# 
Room 2331 | Olympia Passcode: ea9yM65S Phone conference ID: 713 752 260# 

Share comments during the hearing or email: ofmshp@ofm.wa.gov 
Comment deadline: April 17, 2026 

Future Engagement Opportunities 

Research and Ongoing Engagement 
OFM will continue engaging partners as research progresses. Interested parties are encouraged to share 
relevant data, research, and expertise to inform the work. 

State Health Plan Development 
Research findings and partner input will inform the Washington State Health Plan and final report 
submitted to the Legislature. 

Timeline 

Research and engagement will inform the State Health Plan, which will synthesize findings about health care 
resources, needs, and trends across Washington. 

A Preliminary State Health Plan and Resource Strategy report is due to the Legislature July 1, 2026. 

The Final State Health Plan and Resource Strategy report will be submitted to the Legislature by 
December 31, 2027, with updates every four years beginning in 2033. 

Stay Informed 

Visit the project website to learn more about the five objectives and the approach guiding this work. 
Check back for news and updates and sign up to receive the email newsletter. 

To learn more, visit: ofm.wa.gov/healthplan Questions? Contact: ofmshp@ofm.wa.gov 
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