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TAB A  



 

September 14, 2026 

 

K.D. Champman-See, Director 

Office of Financial Management 

P.O. Box 43113 

Olympia, WA 98504-3113 

 

Dear Director Chapman-See, 

The Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) respectfully submits its 2027-

2029 capital budget request, as approved by the State Conservation Commission. SCC 

is the coordinating state agency for Washington’s 45 conservation districts. In 

collaboration with districts and other partners, SCC works to conserve natural resources 

on all lands in Washington, through voluntary and incentive-based programs. Our 

projects engage communities and land managers to provide residents with healthy 

water, air, habitat, soil, and food. 

SCC’s capital requests are grounded in fiscal restraint and backed by demonstrable 

demand. SCC is not seeking funding for any new capital grant programs.  

SCC is proposing the following reductions totaling $9.6 million: 

• Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP): Through financial 

assistance and annual payments to landowners, CREP is vital to restoring 

riparian habitat for salmon recovery across our state. Since 2015, CREP has 

received $6.7 million on average per biennium. Due to challenges accessing 

federal funding, SCC is not seeking a new appropriation for CREP. SCC is 

instead requesting reappropriation of existing funds. 

• Sustainable Farms and Fields, Alternative Manure Management: SCC was 

appropriated $2.9 million in 2025-2027 for this program. This funding has been 

spent, and SCC is not seeking a new appropriation to continue this program. 



To inform the development of this request, SCC surveyed our primary customers, 

conservation districts, on program demand for the upcoming biennium. Across the 

board, conservation districts communicated demand for significantly higher levels of 

funding than represented in this request. These requests reflect a balancing of our 

responsibility to communicate the funding needs of conservation districts (RCW 

89.08.070 (5)) and our recognition of the necessity of fiscal restraint.  

SCC’s capital requests include: 

1. Natural Resources Investment 

2. Riparian Grant Program 

3. Irrigation Efficiencies Grant Program 

4. Voluntary Stewardship Program, Capital 

5. Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency Initiative 

6. Shellfish 

7. Regional Conservation Partnership Program 

8. Farmland Protection and Land Access 

These requests reflect 53% of what was requested in the 25-27 budget for the same 

capital grant programs. 

SCC remains committed to ensuring the most effective and efficient use of public funds 

in meeting our mission to conserve natural resources on all lands in Washington state, 

through voluntary and incentive-based programs, in collaboration with conservation 

districts and other partners. Thank you for considering these requests. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

James Thompson 

Executive Director 

 

cc:  Matthew Hunter, Senior Budget Advisor 

Owen Rowe, Senior Policy Advisor for Natural Resources  
Shelly Willhoite, Budget Advisor 
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2027-29 Biennium

Ten Year Capital Plan by Project Class

Version:  27 2027-2029 Capital Budget Request

Date Run:  9/10/2026   2:36PM

Report Number:  CBS001

Project Class:  Program Improvement (State-Owned)

Project by Account-EA Type
Estimated

Total
Prior

Expenditures
Reapprop

2027-29

New
Approp
2027-29

Estimated
2031-33

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2029-31

Agency 

Priority
Current

Expenditures

40000038 2021-23 Conservation Reserve Enhancement from Operating 0 

06A-1 Salmon 
Recovery Acct-State

 5,000,000  6,098,000  1,098,000 

40000052 2023-25 Alternative Manure Management 0 

26C-1 Climate Commit 
Accou-State

 2,380,000  2,900,000  520,000 

91000020 Riparian Restoration with Landowners 0 

06A-1 Salmon 
Recovery Acct-State

 10,000,000  10,000,000 

26D-1 Natural Clim 
Solu Ac-State

 15,224,000  25,000,000  9,742,000  34,000 

 35,000,000  15,224,000 Project Total:  19,742,000  34,000 

92001497 Skagit County Voluntary Stewardship 0 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 90,000  1,000,000  903,000  7,000 

 44,998,000  20,645,000  22,694,000 Total:  Program Improvement (St  1,659,000 

Project Class:  Grant/Loan

Project by Account-EA Type

Estimated
Total

Prior
Expenditures

Reapprop
2027-29

New
Approp
2027-29

Estimated
2031-33

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2029-31

Agency 

Priority
Current

Expenditures

30000017 Match for Federal RCPP Program 0 

001-2 General 
Fund-Federal

 1,235,000  1,875,000  568,000  72,000 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 5,341,000  5,341,000 

 7,216,000  1,235,000 Project Total:  5,909,000  72,000 

40000046 2025-2027 Natural Resources Investments for the Economy and Envir 1 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 4,266,000  5,000,000  734,000 

1



*

471 - State Conservation CommissionOFM

2027-29 Biennium

Ten Year Capital Plan by Project Class

Version:  27 2027-2029 Capital Budget Request

Date Run:  9/10/2026   2:36PM

Report Number:  CBS001

Project Class:  Grant/Loan

Project by Account-EA Type
Estimated

Total
Prior

Expenditures
Reapprop

2027-29

New
Approp
2027-29

Estimated
2031-33

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2029-31

Agency 

Priority
Current

Expenditures

40000053 2027-2029 Natural Resource Investments 1 

057- State Bldg 
Constr-Unknown
057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  50,000,000 

 50,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000 Project Total:

92000011 Natural Resource Investment for the Economy & Environment 2017-19 1 

001-2 General 
Fund-Federal

 1,000,000  1,000,000 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 4,000,000  4,000,000 

 5,000,000  1,000,000 Project Total:  4,000,000 

40000013 2021-23 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 2 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 1,739,000  4,000,000  2,261,000 

40000049 2025-2027 Voluntary Riparian Grant Program 2 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State
26D-1 Natural Clim 
Solu Ac-State

 23,638,000  33,027,000  9,389,000 

 33,027,000  23,638,000 Project Total:  9,389,000 

40000054 2027-2029 Riparian Grant Program (RGP) 2 

26D-1 Natural Clim 
Solu Ac-State

 25,000,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  125,000,000 

40000024 2023-25 Farmland Protection and Land Access 3 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 2,296,000  4,000,000  1,643,000  61,000 

40000044 2025-2027 Farmland Protection and Land Access 3 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 3,982,000  4,000,000  18,000 

40000055 2027-2029 Irrigation Efficiencies Grant Program (IEGP) 3 

057- State Bldg 
Constr-Unknown

2
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2027-29 Biennium

Ten Year Capital Plan by Project Class

Version:  27 2027-2029 Capital Budget Request

Date Run:  9/10/2026   2:36PM

Report Number:  CBS001

Project Class:  Grant/Loan

Project by Account-EA Type
Estimated

Total
Prior

Expenditures
Reapprop

2027-29

New
Approp
2027-29

Estimated
2031-33

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2029-31

Agency 

Priority
Current

Expenditures

40000055 2027-2029 Irrigation Efficiencies Grant Program (IEGP) 3 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 7,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000  35,000,000 

 35,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000  7,000,000 Project Total:

40000017 2021-23 Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Match 4 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 4,560,000  7,000,000  2,439,000  1,000 

40000045 2025-2027 Water Resource Conservation Irrigation Efficiencies 4 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State
26D-1 Natural Clim 
Solu Ac-State

 3,479,000  7,000,000  3,521,000 

 7,000,000  3,479,000 Project Total:  3,521,000 

40000056 2027-2029 Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) 4 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000  25,000,000 

40000047 2025-2027 Improve Shellfish Growing Areas 5 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 2,493,000  3,500,000  1,007,000 

40000057 2027-2029 Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration & Resiliency(WSRRI) 5 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000  15,000,000 

40000043 2025-2027 Regional Conservation Partnership Program Match 6 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 6,320,000  9,274,000  2,954,000 

40000058 2027-2029 Shellfish 6 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 4,000,000  4,000,000  4,000,000  4,000,000  4,000,000  20,000,000 

40000023 2023-25 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 7 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 1,080,000  4,000,000  2,170,000  750,000 

40000048 2025-2027 Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) Capital Cost-Share 7 

3
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2027-29 Biennium

Ten Year Capital Plan by Project Class

Version:  27 2027-2029 Capital Budget Request

Date Run:  9/10/2026   2:36PM

Report Number:  CBS001

Project Class:  Grant/Loan

Project by Account-EA Type
Estimated

Total
Prior

Expenditures
Reapprop

2027-29

New
Approp
2027-29

Estimated
2031-33

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2029-31

Agency 

Priority
Current

Expenditures

40000048 2025-2027 Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) Capital Cost-Share 7 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 3,000,000  3,455,000  455,000 

40000059 2027-2029 Regional Conservation Partnership Programs (RCPP) 7 

057- State Bldg 
Constr-Unknown
057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 11,700,000  11,700,000  11,700,000  11,700,000  11,700,000  58,500,000 

 58,500,000  11,700,000  11,700,000  11,700,000  11,700,000  11,700,000 Project Total:

40000027 2023-25 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) PIP 8 

552-1 Cons Assistance 
Acct-State

 100,000  100,000 

40000050 2025-2027 Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency 8 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 2,651,000  3,000,000  349,000 

40000060 2027-2029 Farmland Protection and Land Access (FPLA) 8 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 4,000,000  4,000,000  4,000,000  4,000,000  4,000,000  20,000,000 

40000021 2023-25 VSP Project Funding 9 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 485,000  3,000,000  2,514,000  1,000 

 451,072,000  20,936,000  62,324,000  69,700,000  69,700,000  69,700,000  69,700,000  69,700,000 Total:  Grant/Loan  19,312,000 

Project Class:  Other

Project by Account-EA Type

Estimated
Total

Prior
Expenditures

Reapprop
2027-29

New
Approp
2027-29

Estimated
2031-33

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2029-31

Agency 

Priority
Current

Expenditures

92001498 2025-27 WSCC Capital Project Management 0 

057-1 State Bldg 
Constr-State

 1,906,000  1,906,000 

4
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2027-29 Biennium

Ten Year Capital Plan by Project Class

Version:  27 2027-2029 Capital Budget Request

Date Run:  9/10/2026   2:36PM

Report Number:  CBS001

Total Account Summary

Estimated
2029-31

Estimated
2035-37

Estimated
2033-35

Estimated
2031-33

Reapprop
2027-29

Prior
Expenditures

Estimated
Total

New
Approp
2027-29Account-Expenditure Authority Type

Current
Expenditures

001-2 General Fund-Federal  2,235,000  2,875,000  568,000  72,000 

057- State Bldg Constr-Unknown

057-1 State Bldg Constr-State  34,868,000  44,700,000  44,700,000  44,700,000  44,700,000  44,700,000  285,976,000  21,271,000  6,337,000 

06A-1 Salmon Recovery 
Acct-State

 5,000,000  16,098,000  10,000,000  1,098,000 

26C-1 Climate Commit 
Accou-State

 2,380,000  2,900,000  520,000 

26D-1 Natural Clim Solu Ac-State  42,341,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  25,000,000  190,027,000  9,742,000  12,944,000 

552-1 Cons Assistance Acct-State  100,000  100,000 

 86,924,000  69,700,000  69,700,000  69,700,000  69,700,000  69,700,000 Total  41,581,000  497,976,000  20,971,000 
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State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 

www.dahp.wa.gov 

 

June 14, 2021 

Ms. Jean Fike  

Washington State Conservation Commission  

2021 E. College Way 

Mount Vernon, Washington 98273 

  

 

       Re:  WSCC Programmatic 2021-02 Process 

       Log No.:  2021-06-03459-WSCC 

  

Dear Ms. Fike: 

 

Thank you for contacting our department pursuant to Executive Order 21-02.  We have reviewed 

the materials you provided for the proposed WSCC Programmatic 2021-02 Process for all 

Conservation Districts in Washington.   

 

We concur with your proposed plan to assure the Washington State Conservation Commission 

and local Conservation Districts address Executive Order 21-02 in a comprehensive fashion.  

 

We look forward to continued consultations and collaboration into the future.   

 

These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf 

of the State Historic Preservation Officer in compliance with Executive Order 21-02.   Should 

additional information become available, our assessment may be revised, including information 

regarding historic properties that have not yet been identified.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

comment and a copy of these comments should be included in subsequent environmental 

documents.      

Sincerely, 
        

         
       Robert G. Whitlam, Ph.D. 

       State Archaeologist 

       (360) 890-2615 

       email: rob.whitlam@dahp.wa.gov    
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2025-27 Biennium

Capital FTE Summary

Version:  25 2025-2027

Date Run:  9/10/2024   8:36AM

Report Number:  CBS004

FTEs by Job Classification

Job Class FY 2026 FY 2027FY 2025

2023-25 Biennium 2025-27 Biennium

Authorized Budget

FY 2024
 2.0  2.0 Contracts Specialist 3
 1.0  1.0 Environmental Planner 4
 1.0  1.0 Environmental Specialist 4
 1.0  1.0 Program Specialist 3
 2.0  2.0 WMS 1
 1.0  1.0 WMS 2

 8.0  8.0 Total FTEs

Account

Account - Expenditure Authority Type FY 2026 FY 2027FY 2025

2023-25 Biennium 2025-27 Biennium

Authorized Budget

FY 2024

 1,000,000  1,000,000 057-1 State Bldg Constr-State

Narrative

The FTE's manage and support the capital grant programs, they are critical to meet the statutory conservation objectives. None of 
these programs would be possible without this support; they are an essential element of each program's implementation, 
monitoring and reporting.

1
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2027-29 Biennium

Capital Project Request

OFM

Version:  27 2027-2029 Capital Budget Request

Project Number:  40000053

Date Run:  9/10/2026   8:43AM

Report Number:  CBS002

2027-2029 Natural Resource InvestmentsProject Title: 

 Description

Starting Fiscal Year: 2028

Project Class: Grant/Loan
1Agency Priority:

SCC requests $10 million for Natural Resource Investments (NRI), a proven statewide program empowering Washington’s 45 
conservation districts to partner with landowners and land managers on voluntary conservation projects. NRI’s flexible funding 
enables districts to implement best management practices to improve water quality, restore habitat, support working farms, and 
address local natural resource concerns. With equal funding for each district, projects can move quickly from application to 
completion, addressing high-priority and emergent needs. This request is expected to fund implementation of 483 best 
management practices (BMPs) in partnership with 338 landowners or land managers. NRI directly implements the Governor’s 
Salmon Strategy and advances strategies in the Puget Sound Action Agenda.

Project Summary

Project Description

1. What will the request produce or construct? Who or what will be impacted by the budget request and how will they 
be impacted?
SCC is requesting $10,000,000 for Natural Resource Investments (NRI), a long-standing statewide program that enables 
Washington’s 45 conservation districts to work directly with landowners and land managers to implement voluntary BMPs to 
improve water quality, restore habitat, support working farms, and address local natural resource concerns. NRI is the most 
widely used capital program because of its flexibility and effectiveness. Each conservation district receives an equal share of 
funding at the start of the biennium to provide technical and financial assistance to land managers. As districts provide 
technical assistance to landowners, they routinely identify additional conservation needs, creating a backlog of ready-to-go 
projects. Examples include livestock manure storage facilities, exclusion fencing, irrigation system upgrades, wetland 
enhancements, composting systems, stormwater bio-infiltration, and urban forestry. NRI projects can move from application to 
completion within one season if necessary, supporting districts in addressing urgent and emergent priorities.
 

2. Identify the problem or opportunity addressed by this request. Why is the request a priority? What would be the 
result of not acting?
Conservation districts use NRI to fill funding gaps to implement their long-range plans, which identify the highest priorities to 
advance local and state priorities. They support landowners and land managers in every county, including farmers, ranchers, 
rural and urban landowners, and other land managers, who seek assistance implementing conservation practices but lack 
resources and technical expertise. Many landowners want to manage their land to improve environmental outcomes but face 
barriers including high project costs driven by inflation and a lack of expertise to design, engineer, and permit a 
project. Through NRI, conservation districts provide technical and financial assistance for landowners to steward natural 
resources for current and future generations.
 

NRI delivers exceptional value by enabling conservation on all lands statewide, including those that do not qualify for other 
programs. Investment in the 2027–29 biennium will help to clear the current backlog of shovel-ready projects and ensure timely, 
cost-effective results. There is a waitlist of at least 394 land managers representing a significant backlog of conservation waiting 
to happen. Without funding for NRI, the state will see worsening natural resource conditions, rising regulatory enforcement 
costs, increased conflict with landowners, and setbacks to statewide goals such as salmon recovery, Puget Sound restoration, 
and climate resilience.
 

SCC surveyed conservation districts in winter 2026 and determined the funding necessary to complete projects with existing 
staffing and local resources totals $11,031,976. At the $11 million funding level, conservation districts would implement over 
533 BMPs to address natural resource concerns across Washington. Those BMPs would be completed in partnership with 373 
landowners or land managers. The survey also asked conservation districts to indicate demand if there were no constraints on 
staffing or resources. In the “no limit” funding scenario, conservation districts communicated $46,629,141 in demand for project 
funding that could be completed in the 2027-2029 biennium. At the $47 million funding level, NRI would fund 2,253 BMPs in 
partnership with 1,575 landowners or land managers.
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3. For new funding requests for programs or projects that have received previous appropriations (either a phase of 
construction or previous grant rounds), how much has been spent or put under contract?
NRI is a grant program that operates on a biennial cycle. This request is for funding to continue to offer the grant program in the 
2027-2029 biennium. If this funding is appropriated, SCC will open a new grant cycle to solicit new projects in the first fiscal 
year of the biennium. This funding is not a request for additional funding to complete projects that are already in progress.
 

SCC received a new appropriation of $5,000,000 and a reappropriation of $240,000 for NRI for the 2025-27 biennium. NRI 
operates on a rolling application cycle with awards made across the two-year biennium. As of August 2026, less than 3% of 
funding remains unawarded or unspent. NRI consistently gets money on the ground in local communities to support state and 
local environmental priorities.
 

Conservation districts highly value NRI for its efficiency and effectiveness:
 

“Our NRI Grant is the most sought out grant that the Pomeroy Conservation District offers. We are able to supply producers 
with cost share availabilities sooner than other grants that are applied for. This grant not only puts BMPs in motion faster and 
more efficiently but also helps producers with the capability to show the importance of viable agriculture within the county.”
-Pomeroy Conservation District
 

“This grant program enables the district to help landowners implement practices that improve grazing distribution, reduce 
sediment delivery, enhance drought resilience, and restore wildlife habitat-outcomes that would not be achievable at this scale 
without dedicated funding. In short, the program fills a critical gap by allowing the district to respond to local resource concerns 
with solutions that are practical, measurable, and tailored to the unique conditions of Lincoln County.”
-Lincoln County Conservation District
 

“This is the most flexible and most powerful source of funding that our district has to offer. Many programs are limited in scope 
and only allow certain practices. This funding is the most critical program that allows any landowner to receive assistance and 
get funded within two years. Our district has greatly relied on this program to assist a variety of projects that follow USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service practices.”
-Whitman Conservation District
 

“The flexibility of the NRI program allows the Spokane Conservation District (SCD) to respond to resource concerns in short 
fashion as they arise (i.e. Ecology referrals). The SCD often leverages NRI funding with other funding sources, such as Ecology 
funding, to accomplish larger scale restoration projects that otherwise might not have sufficient funding to accomplish the full 
scope of work.”
-Spokane Conservation District
 

4. Does this project or program leverage non-state funding? If yes, how much by source?
NRI funds play a key role in leveraging additional funding from federal sources—including NOAA, EPA, and NRCS—and 
complements other programs to support coordinated basin-scale conservation. Leveraging occurs at the local level, with 
conservation districts combining various programs and funding sources to maximize impact.
 

5. Provide context on how this request fits into the agency’s work. Describe how this project supports the agency’s 
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strategic plan or would improve agency performance.
This proposal advances the following SCC Strategic Plan areas:
 

Voluntary Conservation of Natural Resources
• Goal 1. Protect and enhance fish and wildlife habitat.
• Goal 2. Protect and improve water quality and availability.
• Goal 3. Protect and improve soil health.
• Goal 4. Improve forest and rangeland health on private land.
• Goal 5. Strengthen awareness of natural resources’ value and conservation opportunities.
 

Agricultural and Working Lands Viability and Food System Support
• Goal 2. Working lands are available for future generations.
• Goal 4. Economically viable farms, farmland, and strong local and regional food systems.
 

Climate Resiliency
• Goal 1 Equip producers and land stewards to strengthen adaptive management strategies to successfully adapt to a changing 
climate
• Goal 2. Increase carbon sequestration
• Goal 3. Decrease greenhouse gas emissions
• Goal 4. Increase stakeholder understanding about climate-smart practices and holistic co-benefits
• Goal 5. Strengthen the ability of our natural and working landscapes and communities to prepare for and respond to drought, 
wildfire, flood, and other climate-related hazards
 

Leadership, Partnership, and Collaboration
• Goal 2. Demonstrate leadership in voluntary conservation resulting in innovative natural resource solutions that work
• Goal 3. Cultivate a broad and inclusive culture of conservation
• Goal 4. Foster collaborative, holistic, multi benefit solutions for natural resources and agriculture.
 

6. How is your proposal impacting equity in the state? Which communities are impacted by this proposal? What are 
the measurable outcomes that would result from the project?
NRI funding is invested in every county through an equal distribution to each conservation district, benefiting rural, suburban, 
and urban communities. It supports:
• Rural farmers and ranchers in maintaining viable operations
• Urban residents implementing stormwater management, wildfire preparedness, and habitat projects
• Vulnerable communities through improved air and water quality, flood and fire protection, and biodiversity
 

7. Is there additional information you would like decision makers to know when evaluating this request?
Conservation districts describe NRI as one of their most critical capital programs. Due to its flexibility, districts often have a 
waiting list of projects that only qualify for NRI funding. NRI is considered by conservation districts to be the most effective 
statewide conservation program, enabling high-priority, locally led projects to succeed.
 

8. For major construction projects, describe the viable alternative solutions you considered. Why was this alternative 
chosen?
N/A
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9. For major construction projects, what project delivery method has been or will be selected and why?
N/A
 

10. If this project is linked to the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or the Governor’s Salmon Strategy, please follow the 
instructions in Chapter 14 of the operating budget instructions and Chapter 3 of the capital budget instructions.
In the Puget Sound Action Agenda, NRI is aligned with:
• Topic 02.05: Human Health, Strategy 2.05: Conduct integrated, co-produced community-based planning to address needs and 
inform solutions for future ecological conditions, pollution, and human health.
   o Action 02.05.02. Work with LIOs and Tribal, state, county, and local governments to build and strengthen resilience against 
future ecological degradation. Use multi-benefit approaches and build capacity for communities to address local priorities.
• Topic 11. Riparian Areas, Strategy 11.02: Increase local community engagement with riparian restoration through programs 
that support voluntary conservation.
   o Action 11.02.01: Expand technical assistance, outreach, and educational opportunities to residents via conservation districts 
and other organizations to increase riparian restoration
• Topic 14. Invasive Species, Strategy 14.02: Develop, Sustain, and fund coordinated outreach and education programs that 
raise awareness, encourage behavior change, and motivate action for Puget
Sound resident to reduce the spread of invasive species.’
   o Action 14.02.07. Maintain and strengthen collaborations with pet retailers, horticultural nurseries, native plant and gardening 
groups, conservation districts, and schools to improve education on native plant benefits, non-native plants, or impacts of 
releasing unwanted animals into the wild.
 

NRI is incorporated into several commitments SCC made in the Puget Sound Action Agenda, including support for conservation 
district projects that infiltrate and bioremediate stormwater and reduce toxic loads, and providing climate resilience and public 
benefit to floodplains.
 

NRI supports actions identified in the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan Addendum:
• Addendum: Water Quality Strategy 3, Action 3.2: Increase resources for the Department of Ecology, the Washington State 
Conservation Commission, and Conservation Districts for the implementation of agricultural BMPs for crop and livestock 
producers to address known problems, such as proper manure storage and handling and the application of fertilizers.
• Addendum: Low Smolt Survival Strategy 4, Action 4.5: Reduce point and nonpoint source pollutant loads in Puget Sound 
watersheds.
• Addendum: Stormwater Strategy 5, Action 5.4 Promote co-benefits of wetland, riparian, and nearshore vegetation planting to 
slow flows, stabilize streambanks, and increase residence time for uptake and filtering of pollutants from stormwater runoff.
 

In the Governor’s Salmon Strategy, NRI supports several actions:
• Action 1: Protect and restore vital salmon habitat
   o Improve and sustain current state incentive programs while looking for opportunities to create new incentive programs.
   o Create, restore, and maintain riparian buffers adjacent to agricultural lands.
   o Work with agricultural communities to improve farm and sector-based practices to prevent runoff and reduce the use of 
chemicals on agricultural lands. This will improve water quality and quantity, in part through protecting and restoring habitat in 
riparian areas that are adjacent to agricultural lands.
• Action 2: Invest in clean water infrastructure for salmon and people:
   o Implement nonpoint source “best management practices,” and nonpoint action plans.
   o Encourage and incentivize greater reuse/reclamation of wastewater for beneficial uses to keep water in streams for salmon.
• Action 4: Build climate resiliency
   o Implement strategies and actions to address changing conditions and protect and enhance stream flows for salmon at all 
life stages. Actions include protecting and restoring key salmon habitats and ecosystem functions, including the need for cold 
water, based on future impacts due to a changing climate. These actions must include senior tribal water rights once those 
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have been adjudicated and quantified.
   o  Increase carbon sequestration by planting trees, preserving forests, restoring estuaries and kelp forests, improving 
agricultural soil health and other carbon storage opportunities to absorb existing     high levels of carbon in the atmosphere and 
prevent more carbon release.
   o  Implement water quality plans for temperature in high-priority salmon recovery areas to restore the baseline temperature 
needs of salmon today.
• Action 8: Strengthen science, monitoring and accountability
   o Increase salmon recovery outreach and education to promote knowledge and awareness in schools and communities. 
Better recognize the benefits of salmon recovery and leverage them. This     includes increasing economic benefits, jobs and 
climate resiliency.
   o Expand the collaborative, engagement processes with public and private sectors and interest groups that impact and 
influence salmon recovery (e.g., Columbia Basin Partnership, Yakim Basin Integrated Plan; Flooding, Farms and Fish; business 
and tech companies, etc.).
   o Expand collaborative engagement with local and state governments to coordinate salmon recovery actions, improve 
partnerships and enhance operational capacity to implement recovery programs.

Location
City:  Statewide County:  Statewide Legislative District:  098

Project Type

Grants - Not Competitive

Conservation DistrictsGrant Recipient Organization:

RCW that establishes grant: 89.08

Application process used
CDs enter locally prioritized projects into the SCC Conservation Practice Data System database. Each CD can request a 
uniform additional amount of funding based upon appropriated budget and the projects “ready to fund” entered into the 
database. Proposed projects are evaluated for compliance with SCC Programmatic Guidelines prior to award.

Growth Management impacts

Projects will support local GMA requirements to protect critical areas.

 Funding

Account Title
Estimated 

Total
Prior 

Biennium
Current 

Biennium Reapprops
New 

Approps
Acct 
Code

Expenditures 2027-29 Fiscal Period

057  50,000,000  10,000,000 State Bldg Constr-Unknown

 50,000,000  0  0  0  10,000,000 Total

2029-31 2031-33 2033-35 2035-37

Future Fiscal Periods

057  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000 State Bldg Constr-Unknown

 10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000  10,000,000 Total

 Operating Impacts

No Operating Impact
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	m�8Q��k�
��	��	
�i�jkQ��
��k	��	��	
�����������Qn�jk���l���m�8	��k	��	
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Date Run:  9/10/2026  12:41PM

Report Number:  CBS002

2027-2029 Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP)Project Title: 

 Description

Starting Fiscal Year: 2028

Project Class: Grant/Loan
4Agency Priority:

SCC requests $5,000,000 in capital funding to support Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) counties in meeting their Work 
Plan goals and benchmarks for critical area protections on agricultural lands. The request will fund the implementation of 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)-approved Best Management Practices (BMPs) on agricultural lands in 28 VSP 
counties. These BMPs will include, but are not limited to, livestock exclusion fencing, riparian plantings, manure management 
practices, irrigation efficiency projects, wetlands restoration, and climate-smart farming techniques. This investment strengthens 
local economies, improves water quality, enhances wildlife habitat, and supports climate resilience for agricultural producers. 
VSP directly implements the Governor’s Salmon Strategy and advances strategies in the Puget Sound Action Agenda.

Project Summary

Project Description

1. What will the request produce or construct? Who or what will be impacted by the budget request and how will they be impacted? 
SCC requests $5,000,000 in capital funding to support VoluntaryStewardship Program (VSP) counties in meeting their Work Plan goals and 
benchmarks for critical area protections on agricultural lands. VSP Work Plans pull various local, regional, and state plans, partners, and 
stakeholders together to accomplish common goals in critical area conservation and report out successes. This funding supports these Work 
Groups make targeted efforts and increase momentum in addressing specific resource concerns. The request will fund the implementation of 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)-approved Best Management Practices(BMPs) on agricultural lands in 28 VSP counties. 
These MPs will include, but are not limited to, livestock exclusion fencing, riparian plantings, manure management practices, irrigation 
efficiency projects, wetlands restoration, and climate-smart farming techniques. The funding will enable approximately 150 agricultural 
landowners, primarily in rural and underserved communities, to protect a variety of natural resources while maintaining agricultural viability. 
This investment strengthens local economies, improves water quality, enhances wildlife habitat, and supports climate resilience for 
agricultural producers.  
 

2. Identify the problem or opportunity addressed by this request. Why is the request apriority? What would be the result of not 
acting?  
 

Washington’s agricultural producers face mounting pressures from international economic policies, market consolidation, regulation, 
rising input and labor costs, and climate change. Many agricultural landowners and land managers lack resources to implement conservation 
practices on their own. This can exacerbate rates of farmland conversion and simultaneously threaten salmon habitat, water quality, and 
community safety. VSP provides support for producers to remain viable while implementing conservation BMPs, which result in 
broad public benefits from improvements in water quality, soil health, wildlife habitat, and other natural resources. 
 

Without the requested capital funding, counties cannot adequately incentivize BMP adoption at levels needed to meet established Work Plan 
goals and benchmarks, jeopardizing over a decade of progress under VSP and risking regulatory fallback under the Growth Management Act. 
This request is urgent to protect and enhance critical areas and strengthen rural economies that support underserved communities. 
 

Since FY 2024, VSP has reviewed over 500 funding applications submitted through multiple funding rounds. Those applications 
have requested more than $12M in new capital to support BMP implementation on agricultural lands in 27 VSP counties that currently 
qualify for the funds.  
 

For the 2025-27 biennium, VSP received $3M in capital funding. An additional $485,867 was re-appropriated from the2023-25 biennium’s 
unspent capital funds. As of September 2026, VSP had awarded over $3.4M of this total to projects in 27counties. The funds were distributed 
to 111 project locations on farms that collectively operate on over 19,400 acres of land. These funds are supporting the 
installation of 178 BMPs to protect and enhance critical areas on or near agricultural lands in VSP counties.  

1
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Conservation districts supporting VSP in their respective counties participated in SCC’s winter 2026 survey seeking feedback on the 
necessary funding levels to maintain local programs and fulfill their VSP Work Plan obligations. The districts reported that to continue to 
fully meet their Work Plan obligations for the next biennium, it would require over $8.5M in new capital funding, or 2.5X the funds awarded 
to date for 2025-27. Based on implementation data from 2025-27, this funding level would support the implementation of nearly 
450 BMPs at approximately 250 project locations dedicated to protecting and enhancing critical areas on or near agricultural lands.    
 

This same survey asked conservation districts to articulate demand if staffing resources were not constrained and the counties were seeking to 
complete all the work required to fulfill all the obligations in their respective VSP Work Plans. In this no-limit funding scenario, conservation 
districts reported that more than $29M in project funding would be necessary to implement the full scope of their Work 
Plan’s required BMPs in the 2027-2029 biennium. Using implementation data from the current 2025-27 biennium, this level of 
funding could implement over 1,500 BMPs at several hundred project locations.   
 

SCC’s request reflects a conservative amount given the significant demand for VSP capital funding. Based on VSP’s capital funding 
distribution for 2025-27, this $5 million request is expected to fund the implementation of approximately 250 BMPs at over 150 project 
locations. 
 
Conservation districts highlight the importance of VSP Capital funding in addressing unique and locally-led priorities: 
“This work directly supports the goals of maintaining critical areas and its intersection with agricultural activities. Since these funds work 
through the County Work Group, funds are allocated using priorities set by that work group and fund projects that most support those 
priorities.” Foster Creek Conservation District 
 

“VSP is a unique program that only succeeds with incentives to support installation of BMPs. Our VSP program is thriving and can only 
improve with more project/capital funding available.” San Juan Islands Conservation District 
 

“VSP helps agricultural producers remain compliant with regulations, while working towards natural resource and economically sustainable 
operations.  Okanogan County agricultural producers have limited resources and programs available to them. They have a geographic 
disadvantage compared to producers in areas closer to population and shipping centers. Resources that are designed to help them remain 
economically viable are crucial to keeping open space in productive agriculture.” Okanogan Conservation District 
 

“VSP funding allows us to work directly with producers to protect critical areas while maintaining agricultural viability. Through voluntary 
conservation planning, technical assistance, and cost-share, we implement practices such as riparian plantings, livestock exclusion, and 
manure management improvements. This locally driven approach helps address water quality and habitat concerns while building trust with 
producers and sustaining working lands in Mason County.” Mason Conservation District 
 

“Many landowners are interested in supporting critical areas but lack experience stewarding them. Individual meetings with 
landowners allow for education of what healthy soils, shorelines, wetlands, steep slopes, and habitat look like. Projects to support 
improvements in critical areas are often small and targeted to the needs of the property. Unique characteristics of shrub-steppe and shorelines 
in the county are able to be addressed through this program.” Benton Conservation District  
 

 

3. For new funding requests for programs or projects that have received previous appropriations (either a phase of construction or 
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previous grant rounds), how much has been spent or put under contract?  
 

VSP Capital is a grant program that operates on a biennial cycle. This request is for funding to continue to offer the grant program in the 
2027-2029 biennium. If this funding is appropriated, SCC will open a new grant cycle to solicit new projects in the first fiscal year of the 
biennium. This funding is not a request for additional funding to complete already in-progress capital projects.  
 

SCC received $3,000,000 in new appropriation and $485,867 in reappropriation for the 2025-2027 biennium for a total of $3,485,867. As 
of August 2026, over $3.4M of VSP capital funding is under contract or spent. The VSP Capital program has a proven track 
record of awarding all funding within the biennium and having minimal funding returned. Additionally, reappropriated funds have always 
been fully spent within the first biennium of reappropriation.  
 

4. Does this project or program leverage non-state funding? If yes, how much by source? 
VSP counties and their supporting conservation districts leverage multiple federal, state, and local voluntary incentive-based programs to 
supplement current VSP funding levels and fulfill their programmatic obligations. However, these sources are often 
insufficient and typically have separate cost-share requirements that landowners must fulfill. Therefore, additional cost-share 
funding opportunities from the state are essential for continued project development, installation, and maintenance to meet VSP Work Plan 
targets.  
 

As a statutorily established program with regular deliverables, counties’ Work Plans have specific goals and benchmarks that must be met 
to remain in good standing. The meeting of those goals and benchmarks is contingent on the availability of funding to support cost-share 
projects with private landowners that protect and/or enhance critical areas on or near agricultural lands. Due to fluctuations in available 
program funds from federal, state, and local sources, and given the high levels of demand and competition for those funds, itis vital to 
participating counties to have a secure source of dedicated funding that helps them meet their Work Plan obligations for protection and 
enhancement.    
 
5. Provide context on how this request fits into the agency’s work. Describe how this project supports the agency’s strategic plan or 
would improve agency performance. 
 

VSP is central to helping meet the State Conservation Commission’s strategic priorities of voluntary conservation, agricultural viability, 
climate resiliency, governance, and partnership. The program advances fish and wildlife habitat protection, water quality improvement, soil 
health, and climate adaptation by creating a localized social infrastructure that promotes engagement and implements a long-term strategic 
Work Plan. VSP is highlighted in statewide plans, including the Riparian Taskforce Report, Puget Sound Action Agenda, and Washington’s 
Climate Resilience Strategy.    
 

Each VSP county convenes a local Work Group that is made up of landowners, farmers, environmental organizations, conservation 
practitioners, county staff, state agencies, and, in many instances, Tribal partners. These Work Groups embody the State Conservation 
Commission’s strategic priorities in each participating county and watershed through locally led prioritization and collaboration to 
fulfill each county’s statutory obligations to the program. The continued success of these local Work Groups hinges on their ability to seek 
out cost-share funding opportunities that help meet Work Plan goals and benchmarks that have been established and continue to be 
adaptively managed as needed. Continued VSP capital funding ensures remains a trusted partner to the 28 participating VSP counties and 
their respective Work Groups.   
 
6. How is your proposal impacting equity in the state? Which communities are impacted by this proposal? What are the measurable 
outcomes that would result from the project? 
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VSP serves overburdened and historically underserved communities in 28counties, primarily focused on rural areas with high poverty 
rates that include beginning farmers, socially disadvantaged groups, veterans, and communities of color. The program’s collaborative 
approach with local conservation districts and Work Groups ensures responsive, community-driven solutions. Measurable outcomes include 
increased BMP adoption, improved environmental quality, enhanced agricultural viability, and strengthened community engagement. VSP 
requires counties to submit regular five-year reports that help the program determine if each of these measurable outcomes are being achieved 
and develop approaches to assist counties in more effectively meeting their stated goals and benchmarks.  
 
7. Is there additional information you would like decision makers to know when evaluating this request?  
 

VSP’s incentive-based structure aligning agricultural productivity with environmental stewardship is the result of a lengthy process with 
diverse stakeholders that was facilitated and negotiated by the Ruckelshaus Center. The program is now widely supported in every part of the 
state, with multiple non-participating counties continuing to explore its potential in their respective jurisdictions. Its success depends on 
continued state investment, which leverages local partnerships and builds trust with landowners. Without this funding, participation will 
decline, risking regulatory fallback and loss of progress. Alternatives include relying solely on federal, state, and local incentive programs, 
which have proved insufficient to meet participation needs in recent years as demand increases and counties strive to meet Work Plan goals 
and benchmarks. The requested level of capital funding for cost-share projects should ensure continued successful implementation of local 
VSP Work Plans, protection of critical areas, and preservation of agricultural viability. Without sufficient implementation funding, counties 
risk failing out of VSP and reverting to an enforcement-based approach to critical areas protection under GMA.  
 

 8.For major construction projects, describe the viable alternative solutions you considered. Why was this alternative chosen?  
N/A 
 

 9. For major construction projects, what project delivery method has been or will be selected and why? 
N/A 
 
10. If this project is linked to the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or the Governor’s Salmon Strategy, please follow the instructions 
in Chapter 14 of the operating budget instructions and Chapter 3 of the capital budget instructions. 

In the Puget Sound Action Agenda, VSP is aligned with:  
   ·Topic 6. Agricultural land protection, Strategy 06.01: Support landowners for the long-term viability and sustainability of agricultural 
lands to prevent loss of farmland to development. 
   ·Action 06.01.04. Increase funding for cost-share programs for landowners to implement BMPs in critical areas that improve riparian 
connectivity, freshwater availability, and other conservation goals. 
   ·Topic 10. Floodplains and estuaries, Strategy 10.05: Expand floodplain and estuary habitat protection through regulations and incentives. 
   ·Action 10.05.01. Continue funding for the Washington Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP), which supports counties in 
protecting frequently flooded areas through voluntary best management practices as part of county-wide VSP work plans.  
   ·Topic 16. Agricultural land runoff, Strategy 16.01: Increase voluntary BMP implementation among agricultural producers and 
landowners. 
   ·Action 16.01.02. Fund grant programs for landowners to implement and maintain BMPs.  
 
VSP is incorporated a commitment SCC made in the Puget Sound Action Agenda to supporting voluntary incentives programs that provide 
climate resilience and public benefit to floodplains. 
 
VSP supportsactions identified in the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery PlanAddendum:  
   ·Addendum: Water Quality Strategy 3, Action 3.7 Reduce and prevent nonpoint source pollutants from agricultural lands by improving 
outreach and incentive programs such as the Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) and Action 3.2 Increase resources for the Department of 
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Ecology, the Washington State Conservation Commission, and Conservation Districts for the implementation of agricultural BMPs for crop 
and livestock producers to address known problems, such as proper manure storage and handling and the application of fertilizers.  
   ·Addendum: Water Quality Strategy 6, Action 6.2: Explore innovative programs to address the conflict between riparian management zones 
and the interest in protecting farmland for agricultural purposes. 
   ·Addendum: Low Summer Flows Strategy 4, Action 4.7 Improve local efficiency by supporting programs that work with landowners to 
reuse irrigation and agricultural drainage water, improve irrigation efficiency, plant drought-resistant and native plants, and promote indoor 
water conservation practices. 
   ·Addendum: Stormwater Strategy 5, Action 5.4: Promote co-benefits of wetland, riparian, and nearshore vegetation planting to slow flows, 
stabilize streambanks, and increase residence time for uptake and filtering of pollutants from stormwater runoff. 
 
In the Governor’s Salmon Strategy, VSP implements: 
   ·Action 1: Protect and restore vital salmon habitat:      
   ·Create, restore, and maintain riparian buffers adjacent to agricultural lands. This will protect and make sure we reach water quality 
standards for salmon rearing and spawning.      
   ·Work with agricultural communities to improve farm and sector-based practices to prevent runoff and reduce the use of chemicals on 
agricultural lands. This will improve water quality and quantity, in part through protecting and restoring habitat in riparian areas that 
are adjacent to agricultural lands.      
   ·Sustain current state incentive programs while looking for opportunities to create new incentive programs.   
 

Location
City:  Statewide County:  Statewide Legislative District:  098

Project Type

Grants - Competitive

 Conservation Districts and CountiesGrant Recipient Organization:

RCW that establishes grant:  89.08

Growth Management impacts

The Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) provides an alternative to GMA regulation which allows counties that enroll in it to 
implement incentive-based and voluntary measures to protect critical areas where agricultural activities take place. 
Twenty-seven counties opted into VSP, allowing for those counties to use voluntary practices to meet GMA protection 
requirements without critical area ordinance regulation. Projects will support voluntary, incentive-based solutions without 
additional regulatory burden

 Funding

Account Title
Estimated 

Total
Prior 

Biennium
Current 

Biennium Reapprops
New 

Approps
Acct 
Code

Expenditures 2027-29 Fiscal Period

057-1  25,000,000  5,000,000 State Bldg Constr-State

 25,000,000  0  0  0  5,000,000 Total

2029-31 2031-33 2033-35 2035-37

Future Fiscal Periods

057-1  5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000 State Bldg Constr-State

 5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000  5,000,000 Total
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No Operating Impact
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The Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency Initiative (WSRRI) is a collaborative, tri-agency effort to restore and 
protect Eastern Washington’s shrubsteppe ecosystems. SCC requests $3 million in capital funding to implement habitat 
restoration, install wildlife-friendly and virtual fencing, and support fire recovery across up to 25,000 acres. WSRRI delivers 
measurable outcomes, improved wildlife habitat, sustainable land management, and enhanced resilience for underserved 
communities, while aligning with statewide goals for climate, equity, and economic support. Funding ensures targeted, effective 
restoration of priority ecosystems and working lands.

Project Summary

Project Description

1. What will the request produce or construct? Who or what will be impacted by the budget requestand how will they 
be impacted?
SCC requests $3,000,000 in capital funding for the Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency Initiative (WSRRI). 
WSRRI is a collaborative effort led by the State Conservation Commission (SCC), Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), 
and Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to restore and protect shrubsteppe ecosystems across Eastern Washington. This 
request will implement the WSRRI Long-Term Strategy (2024 – 2054) by funding habitat restoration and the installation of 
wildlife-friendly and virtual fencing. The request will fund the implementation of virtual fencing to cover up to 25,000 acres 
of rangeland and replace 50 miles of burned fencing with wildlife-friendly fencing. In addition, up to 2,000 acres of shrubsteppe 
habitat will be restored with perennial native plant communities, which are more resilient to wildland fire. It is anticipated that 
these practices could be delivered to 30 land managers across private, Tribal, and publicly owned lands. The impacts are 
broad: wildlife species will benefit from improved habitat; ranchers and landowners will gain resources to recover from fire and 
manage lands sustainably; underserved communities will receive enhanced support for fire protection and 
ecological restoration; and all Washingtonians will benefit from environmental improvements, economic support, and continued 
access to local foods.
 

2. Identify the problem or opportunity addressed by this request. Why is the request a priority? What would be the 
result of not acting?
Washington’s shrubsteppe has lost or degraded up to 80% of its historic habitat, with recent wildland fires burning over 1 million 
acres since 2020. The landscape faces threats from invasive grasses, climate change, and increased development. Without 
action, critical wildlife species will continue to decline, ranchers will struggle to maintain operations, and communities will face 
ongoing ecological and economic hardship. This request is a priority to prevent further loss, build resilience, and support both 
wildlife and human communities. 
 

The WSRRI 30-year Long-Term Strategy (2024–2057) provides the statewide framework for restoring, protecting, and 
strengthening Washington’s shrubsteppe landscape. It identifies spatial priorities and actionable steps that guide resources 
toward the areas where they will have the greatest impact. Central to the Strategy is improving landscape conditions so that 
wildfire events are less damaging and critical wildlife habitat and working lands can recover more quickly when fire does occur.
 

Since FY21, the WSRRI program has replaced approximately 70 miles of burned fence with wildlife-friendly designs and 
deployed virtual fencing across 70,000 acres of rangeland. These investments support the resilience of private working lands 
that provide critical habitat for some of the state’s most threatened wildlife species. By integrating wildlife-friendly fencing and 
expanding the use of virtual fence systems, the program enhances landscape connectivity, reduces barriers to wildlife 
movement, and supports sustainable grazing management.
 

In the 2025-27 biennium, WSRRI received $3M in capital funding. As of September 2026, $1M has been allocated to replace 
42 miles of burned fencing with wildlife-friendly designs and to implement virtual fence systems across 8,000 acres of 
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rangeland. WSRRI has invested a total of $940,00 to habitat restoration efforts in 12 separate projects spanning private, state, 
and Tribal lands. Six of these projects are already under contract and in active implementation, with the remaining 6 expected to 
be under contract by September 2026. Collectively, these will improve wildlife habitat on more than 1,800 acres; including 
five projects focused on riparian restoration. In addition, just over $1M is dedicated for capacity, infrastructure, and equipment 
to support upland habitat restoration throughout the Columbia Plateau.
 

Conservation districts supporting WSRRI participated in SCC’s winter 2026 survey seeking feedback on the necessary funding 
for fire recovery and habitat restoration in the shrubsteppe landscape. The districts reported these activities would require over 
$5M in new capital funding, an increase of $2M above current funding levels. Additionally, WDFW has estimated a $5M need 
for habitat restoration and wildlife-friendly fencing projects across all WSRRI participants; including conservation districts, 
Tribes, non-profits, and public agencies.
 

WSRRI maintains a queue of high-priority fencing projects that have not been awarded due to insufficient funding. Currently, 12 
fencing projects are awaiting support, totaling more than $800,000. In a recent solicitation for habitat restoration projects, over 
$1.5M of requests were submitted. During the current fire season (FY26), WSRRI has already received more than $800,000 in 
additional requests and inquiries for additional fire recovery funding assistance, including wildlife-friendly fencing and habitat 
restoration in priority areas.
 

SCC’s request reflects a conservative amount given the significant and growing demand for WSRRI capital funding. Supporting 
this request directly advances implementation of the Strategy by targeting resources to priority geographies, actions, and 
capacity needs. This investment ensures restoration efforts are aligned, strategic, and effective—accelerating progress toward 
long-term resiliency goals for Washington’s shrubsteppe ecosystems. Conservation districts highlight the importance of WSRRI 
Capital funding in addressing unique and locally-led priorities:
 

“Our proposed work under this program focuses on restoring and protecting the remaining shrubsteppe in Lincoln County, 
where repeated wildfires and invasive species have significantly degraded habitat and rangeland function. WSRRI funding 
allows the District to help landowners rebuild wildlife-friendly fencing, reestablish native vegetation, and stabilize burned 
areas-projects that are essential for both ecological recovery and the long-term resilience of working lands. This program gives 
us the capacity to respond quickly after fire events and support restoration efforts that would otherwise be financially out of 
reach for cooperators.”
- Lincoln County Conservation District
 

“The Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resilience Initiative Program is a critical funding source for shrubsteppe 
restoration and wildlife friendly fencing projects. Due to the size of some of these projects other funding sources may not have a 
large enough budget for these projects.”
- Columbia Basin Conservation District
 

“Shrub-steppe conservation is uniquely important for our county as we work to keep these spaces open from development, 
maintain critical habitat for ESA listed species, and provide opportunities for grazing operations to utilize available forage 
appropriately. With a significant percentage of Okanogan County comprised of this ecosystem it is identified as a key resource 
concern for Okanogan CD strategic planning as well as other organizations and agencies.”
- Okanogan Conservation District
 

3. For new funding requests for programs or projects that have received previous appropriations (either a phase of 
construction or previous grant rounds), how much has been spent or put undercontract?
SCC’s WSRRI capital appropriation funds a grant program that operates on a biennial cycle. This request is for funding to 
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continue to offer the grant program in the 2027-2029 biennium. If funded, WSRRI will open a new grant cycle in the first fiscal 
year of the biennium to solicit and select new projects. This request is not for additional funding to complete projects already 
underway. It may, however, support follow-up phases or work on adjacent properties when such proposals align with Strategy 
priorities and are evaluated through the standard competitive process.
 

WSRRI received $3,000,000 in new appropriation for the 2025-2027 biennium. As of September 2026, all $3 million is on track 
to be fully obligated and under contract. The WSRRI Capital program has a consistent record of deploying its full appropriation 
each biennium, with 0% of funds needing to be reappropriated.
 

4. Does this project or program leverage non-state funding? If yes, how much by source?
Conservation districts and WSRRI partners (federal, state, non-profit, and Tribes) are all eligible to receive WSRRI funding and 
leverage multiple funding sources to expand the impact of their projects. However, these supplemental funds are frequently 
limited and may not prioritize fire recovery and habitat restoration in shrubsteppe landscapes. Dedicated state funding remains 
essential to ensure consistent, long-term project development and implementation to meet the goals of the Strategy.
 

5. Provide context on how this request fits into the agency’s work. Describe how this project supports the agency’s 
strategic plan or would improve agency performance.
WSRRI directly advances SCC’s strategic goals: voluntary conservation of natural resources, enhancement of fish and wildlife 
habitat, improvement of rangeland health, and support for agricultural viability. The project aligns with statewide plans for 
wildfire protection, wildlife action, and climate resilience, and strengthens collaborative partnerships across agencies, Tribes, 
non-profit organizations, and landowners.
 

6. How is your proposal impacting equity in the state? Which communities are impacted by this proposal? What are 
the measurable outcomes that would result from the project?
WSRRI prioritizes equity by engaging Tribes, underserved communities, and diverse partners in planning and implementation. 
Measurable outcomes include acres restored, miles of wildlife-friendly fencing installed, improved habitat for endangered 
species, and increased resilience for human communities.
 

7. Is there additional information you would like decision makers to know when evaluating this request?
WSRRI is a unique, tri-agency collaboration built on strong partnerships and broad stakeholder engagement. Funding this 
request will build on past legislative investments, expand on-the-ground impact,
and ensure a stable future for Washington’s shrubsteppe ecosystems, wildlife, and rural communities
 

8. For major construction projects, describe the viable alternative solutions you considered. Why was this alternative 
chosen?
N/A
 

9. For major construction projects, what project delivery method has been or will be selected and why?
N/A
 

10. If this project is linked to the Puget Sound Action Agenda and/or the Governor’s Salmon Strategy, please follow the 
instructions in Chapter 14 of the operating budget instructions and Chapter 3 of the capital budget instructions.
N/A

Location
City:  Statewide County:  Statewide Legislative District:  098
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 Conservation DistrictsGrant Recipient Organization:

RCW that establishes grant:  89.08

Growth Management impacts

Projects will support local GMA requirements to protect critical areas.

 Funding

Account Title
Estimated 

Total
Prior 

Biennium
Current 

Biennium Reapprops
New 

Approps
Acct 
Code

Expenditures 2027-29 Fiscal Period

057-1  15,000,000  3,000,000 State Bldg Constr-State

 15,000,000  0  0  0  3,000,000 Total

2029-31 2031-33 2033-35 2035-37

Future Fiscal Periods

057-1  3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000 State Bldg Constr-State

 3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000  3,000,000 Total

 Operating Impacts

Total one time start up and ongoing operating costs

Account Title
Acct 
Code FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030 FY 2031 FY 2032

 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0  1.0 FTE Full Time Employee

 175,000  175,000  175,000  175,000  175,000 057-1 State Bldg Constr-State

Total  175,000  175,000  175,000  175,000  175,000 
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August 28, 2026 

K.D. Chapman-See 

Matt Hunter 

Shelly Willholte 

Office of Financial Management 

Re: Support for WSRRI Capital Funding Request 

Dear Ms. Chapman-See, Mr. Hunter, and Ms. Willholte, 

On behalf of the Okanogan Conservation District, I express our full support for a direct 

appropriation of $3 million to the Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) for 

the FY27–29 Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency Initiative (WSRRI) 

budget request. 

WSRRI is a collaborative effort led by WDFW, DNR, and SCC to restore and protect 

Washington’s shrubsteppe—an ecosystem already facing 60–80 percent habitat loss and 

further damaged by the 2020 wildfires that burned more than 600,000 acres. Today, 

wildfires continue to degrade this landscape, intensifying ongoing pressures such as 

habitat fragmentation, invasive species, and climate-driven stressors. These cumulative 

threats underscore the urgency of early, sustained investment. 

Since its creation by the Legislature in 2021, WSRRI has advanced meaningful work 

through habitat restoration, wildfire-resiliency projects, and wildlife-friendly fencing, 

including virtual fencing. A direct SCC appropriation will strengthen coordination, 

maintain momentum, and ensure priority on-the-ground projects continue as outlined in 

the 30-year WSRRI Long Term Strategy. Funding this request now is essential to ensuring 

long-term success and preventing further irreversible loss. 

Our district remains committed to supporting WSRRI and to working with SCC, WDFW, 

DNR, and partners to build a resilient shrubsteppe landscape for wildlife and 

communities. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Craig T. Nelson 
Executive Director, Okanogan Conservation District   



 

 

 

 

 

 
August 24, 2026 
 
K.D. Chapman-See 

Matt Hunter 
Shelly Willholte 

Office of Financial Management 
 
Re: Support for WSRRI Capital Funding Request 
 
Dear Ms. Chapman-See, Mr. Hunter, and Ms. Willholte, 
 
On behalf of Audubon Washington, I express our full support for a direct appropriation of $3 million to 
the Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) for the FY27–29 Washington Shrubsteppe 
Restoration and Resiliency Initiative (WSRRI) budget request. 
 
WSRRI is a collaborative effort led by WDFW, DNR, and SCC to restore and protect Washington’s 
shrubsteppe—an ecosystem already facing 60–80 percent habitat loss and further damaged by the 
2020 wildfires that burned more than 600,000 acres. Today, wildfires continue to degrade this 
landscape, intensifying ongoing pressures such as habitat fragmentation, invasive species, and 
climate-driven stressors. These cumulative threats underscore the urgency of early, sustained 
investment. 
 
Since its creation by the Legislature in 2021, WSRRI has advanced meaningful work through habitat 
restoration, wildfire-resiliency projects, and wildlife-friendly fencing, including virtual fencing. A direct 
SCC appropriation will strengthen coordination, maintain momentum, and ensure priority 
on-the-ground projects continue as outlined in the 30-year WSRRI Long Term Strategy. Funding this 
request now is essential to ensuring long-term success and preventing further irreversible loss. 
 
Audubon Washington has supported WSRRI through an advisory capacity since 2021, contributing bird 
conservation expertise and helping shape implementation of the long-term strategy. Today, we are 
helping expand engagement and technical support with private landowners and are supporting 
innovative approaches that benefit both wildlife and working lands. We are committed to supporting 
WSRRI and to working with SCC, WDFW, DNR, and partners to build a resilient shrubsteppe landscape 
for wildlife and communities. 
  
Sincerely,  
 

 
 

Amanda Kaplan 
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​August 28, 2026​

​K.D. Chapman-See​
​Matt Hunter​
​Shelly Willholte​
​Office of Financial Management​

​Re: Support for WSRRI Capital Funding Request​

​Dear Ms. Chapman-See, Mr. Hunter, and Ms. Willholte,​

​On behalf of the Columbia Basin Conservation District, I express our full support for a direct​
​appropriation of $3 million to the Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) for the​
​FY27–29 Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency Initiative (WSRRI) budget​
​request.​

​WSRRI is a collaborative effort led by WDFW, DNR, and SCC to restore and protect​
​Washington’s shrubsteppe—an ecosystem already facing 60–80 percent habitat loss and further​
​damaged by the 2020 wildfires that burned more than 600,000 acres. Today, wildfires continue​
​to degrade this landscape, intensifying ongoing pressures such as habitat fragmentation,​
​invasive species, and climate-driven stressors. These cumulative threats underscore the​
​urgency of early, sustained investment.​

​Since its creation by the Legislature in 2021, WSRRI has advanced meaningful work through​
​habitat restoration, wildfire-resiliency projects, and wildlife-friendly fencing, including virtual​
​fencing. A direct SCC appropriation will strengthen coordination, maintain momentum, and​
​ensure priority on-the-ground projects continue as outlined in the 30-year WSRRI Long Term​
​Strategy. Funding this request now is essential to ensuring long-term success and preventing​
​further irreversible loss.​

​Our district remains committed to supporting WSRRI and to working with SCC, WDFW, DNR,​
​and partners to build a resilient shrubsteppe landscape for wildlife and communities.​

​Sincerely,​

​Kristina Ribellia​
​Executive Director​
​Columbia Basin Conservation District​

​columbiabasincd.org​



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 





   
State of Washington 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 43137, Olympia, WA 98504-3200 (360) 902-2200 • TDD (360) 902-2207 

Main Office Location: Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, Olympia, WA 
 
August 19, 2026 
 
 
K.D. Chapman-See  
Director, Office of Financial Management 
P.O. Box 43113 
Olympia, WA 98504-3113 
 
Dear Director Chapman-See, 
 
On behalf of the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), I express our full support for 
a direct appropriation of $3 million to the Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) for 
the BN27–29 Washington Shrubsteppe Restoration and Resiliency Initiative (WSRRI) budget request. 
 
WSRRI is a collaborative effort led by WDFW, DNR, and SCC to restore and protect 
Washington’s shrubsteppe - an ecosystem already facing 60–80 percent habitat loss and further 
damaged by the escalating extent and frequency of wildland fire; notably the 2020 wildfires burned 
more than 600,000 acres in a single day. Today, wildfires continue to degrade this landscape, 
intensifying ongoing pressures such as habitat fragmentation, invasive species, 
and climate-driven stressors. These cumulative threats underscore the urgency of early, sustained 
investment to create a landscape more resilient to wildland fire that supports the wildlife and people 
who depend on it. 
 
Since its creation by the Legislature in 2021 and subsequent legislative investments each 
biennium, WSRRI has advanced meaningful work through habitat 
restoration, wildfire-resiliency projects, and wildlife-friendly fencing, including virtual fencing. A 
direct SCC appropriation in BN27-29 will strengthen coordination, maintain momentum, and ensure 
priority on-the-ground projects are implemented as outlined in the 30-year WSRRI Long Term 
Strategy. Funding this request now is essential to ensuring long-term success and preventing further 
irreversible loss. 
 
WDFW remains committed to supporting WSRRI and to working with SCC, DNR, and partners to 
build a resilient shrubsteppe landscape for wildlife and human communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kelly Susewind 
Director 
 
cc: Matt Hunter 

Shelly Willholte 
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�����F����������Hik*6S,M2-OM�D-*-3�,6�-S3�M*-,OMd6�.*L236-�+LO10[3L�O\�6S3..\,6S�*50*[0.-0L3Z�̂S,[S�,M[.0136�O_6-3L6Z�[.*U6Z�*M1�U0663.6b�/3[*063�6S3..\,6S�\,.-3L�63*̂ *-3LZ�-S3_�[*M�*[[0U0.*-3�̀*[-3L,*�*M1�O-S3L�[OM-*U,M*M-6�-S*-�U*m3�+3O+.3�6,[mb�kS3M�+O..0-,OM�3M-3L6�[O*6-*.�̂*-3L6Z�DS3..\,6S�KLÔ ,M2�BL3*6�VDKB6W�U06-�̀3�[.O631�-O�+LO-3[-�+0̀.,[�S3*.-Sb�RS363�[.O60L36�*\\3[-�RL,̀*.�-L3*-_�*[[366Z�[OUU3L[,*.�*M1�L3[L3*-,OM*.�S*LT36-6Z�*M1�-S3�.O[*.�3[OMOU,36�-S*-�L3._�OM�-S3Ub�o+.*M1�*[-,T,-,36�60[S�*6�MOM'+O,M-�\3[*.�+O..0-,OMZ�*2L,[0.-0L*.�L0MO\\Z�*M1�O-S3L�MOM+O,M-�6O0L[36�[OM-,M03�-O�-SL3*-3M�̂*-3L�1L*,M,M2�,M-O�-S363�2LÔ ,M2�*L3*6b�RS,6�S*6�.OM2�̀33M�*�[S*..3M23�,M�]023-�DO0M1Z�jOO1�)*M*.Z�KL*_6�j*L̀OLZ�*M1�k,..*+*�/*_Z�̂S3L3�+O..0-,OM�-L,223L6�S*LT36-�,M-3LL0+-,OM6b�]LO-3[-,M2�-S363�*L3*6�\LOU�[OM-*U,M*-,OM�,6�[L,-,[*.�-O�m33+,M2�-S3U�O+3M�*M1�60++OL-,M2�RL,̀*.�0636Z�k*6S,M2-OM�̀06,M36636Z�*M1�[O*6-*.�[OUU0M,-,36b�D))�*M1�[OM63LT*-,OM�1,6-L,[-6�S*T3�̂OLm31�\OL�UOL3�-S*M�*�13[*13�-O�*11L366�-S363�,66036�-SLO02S�TO.0M-*L_�/C]6�OM�ÔLm,M2�.*M16b�RS363�+L*[-,[36�S3.+�L310[3�L0MO\\Z�,U+LOT3�U*M0L3�*M1�+*6-0L3�U*M*23U3M-Z�*M1�.3663M�-S3�[OM-*U,M*-,OM�-S*-�L3*[S36�M3*L6SOL3�̂*-3L6b�k,-S�[OM-,M031�60++OL-Z�-S3�+LO2L*U�+LOT,136�*M�O++OL-0M,-_�-O�*11L366�+O..0-,OM�*-�,-6�6O0L[3�Ŝ,.3�60++OL-,M2�RL,̀*.�[OUU0M,-,36Z�*2L,[0.-0L*.�+LO10[3L6Z�L0L*.�.*M1Ô M3L6Z�*M1�-S3�6S3..\,6S�,M106-L_b�RS,6�̂OLm�,6�*�+L,OL,-_�̀3[*063�̂,-SO0-�606-*,M31�,MT36-U3M-Z�[OM63LT*-,OM�1,6-L,[-6�.O63�-S3�*̀,.,-_�-O�*66,6-�[OO+3L*-OL6Z�+O..0-,OM�L310[-,OM6�6.Ô Z�*M1�[.O60L36�+3L6,6-b�RS3�,U+*[-6�3c-3M1�̀3_OM1�S*LT36-3L6�-O�RL,̀*.�U3Ù 3L6�3c3L[,6,M2�=
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��������-H3*-I'+HJ-3K-31�H,2L-6M�H36,13N-6�OLJ�H3.I�JN�.JK*.�O*-3HO*I6M�*N1�P06,N36636�OLJ63�.,Q3.,LJJ16�13+3N1�JN�*KK366�-J�J+3N�6L3..R,6L�P316S�T*KU�JR�*K-,JN�OJ0.1�.3*Q3�V*NI�KJVV0N,-,36�0N13H63HQ31M�13.*I�+HJW3K-6�-L*-�+HJ-3K-�+0P.,K�L3*.-LM�*N1�,NKH3*63�-L3�H,6U�JR�.JN2'-3HV�3KJNJV,K�*N1�K0.-0H*.�.J6636S�X+.*N1�L0V*N�*K-,Q,-,36M�,NK.01,N2�NJN'+J,N-�R3K*.�+J..0-,JNM�*2H,K0.-0H*.�H0NJRRM�*N1�J-L3H�+J..0-*N-6�132H*13�O*-3H�50*.,-I�,N�DYB6S�ZL3�+HJ2H*V�*11H36636�-L363�,66036�PI�,V+.3V3N-,N2�/C[6�*N1�+HJQ,1,N2�KJ6-'6L*H3�*66,6-*NK3S�\,-LJ0-�*K-,JNM�K.J60H36�OJ0.1�+3H6,6-M�L*HV,N2�-L3�6L3..R,6L�,N106-HI�]̂_=>�V,..,JN�,N�-J-*.�3KJNJV,K�,V+*K-M�N3*H.I�$M_&&�1,H3K-M�,N1,H3K-M�*N1�,N10K31�WJP6�]̀a33�B66366V3N-�a,N*.�43+JH-Mb�YH33N�cKJNJV,K6�TT)M�d0N3�e&M�$&$AffM�-H,P*.�-H3*-I�H,2L-6M�*N1�.JK*.�3KJNJV,36S�)JN63HQ*-,JN�1,6-H,K-6�60++JH-31�PI�-L3�DL3..R,6L�[HJ2H*V�+*H-,K,+*-31�,N�D))g6�O,N-3H�$&$>�60HQ3I�633U,N2�R331P*KU�JN�-L3�N3K366*HI�R0N1,N2�.3Q3.6�-J�V*,N-*,N�+HJ2H*V6S�ZL3�1,6-H,K-6�H3+JH-31�-L*-�-J�KJN-,N03�-J�R0..I�V33-�K0HH3N-�13V*N1�RJH�60++JH-,N2�6L3..R,6L�+HJW3K-6�O,-L�3h,6-,N2�6-*RR,N2�*N1�.JK*.�H36J0HK36�OJ0.1�H350,H3�*.VJ6-�̂%�V,..,JN�,N�K*+,-*.�R0N1,N2S�B-�-L,6�R0N1,N2�.3Q3.M�0+�-J�*++HJh,V*-3.I�=A&�KJJ+3H*-JH6�OJ0.1�P3�60++JH-31�*N1�e&&�/C[6�KJ0.1�+J-3N-,*..I�P3�,V+.3V3N-31S�ZL,6�6*V3�60HQ3I�*6U31�KJN63HQ*-,JN�1,6-H,K-6�-J�*H-,K0.*-3�13V*N1�,R�6-*RR,N2�H36J0HK36�O3H3�NJ-�KJN6-H*,N31S�iN�-L,6�NJ'.,V,-�R0N1,N2�6K3N*H,JM�KJN63HQ*-,JN�1,6-H,K-6�H3+JH-31�-L*-�VJH3�-L*N�̂=>SA�V,..,JN�,N�+HJW3K-�R0N1,N2�OJ0.1�P3�N3K366*HI�-J�,V+.3V3N-�-L3�R0..�H*N23�JR�+J-3N-,*.�6L3..R,6L�+HJW3K-6�,N�-L3�$%'$(�P,3NN,0VS�B-�-L,6�R0N1,N2�.3Q3.M�-L3�DL3..R,6L�[HJ2H*V�OJ0.1�60++JH-�KJ..*PJH*-,JN�O,-L�0+�-J�eA&�KJJ+3H*-JH6�O,-L�-L3�+J-3N-,*.�,V+.3V3N-*-,JN�JR�%&&�/C[6S�D))g6�H35036-�H3R.3K-6�*�KJN63HQ*-,Q3�*VJ0N-�2,Q3N�-L3�6,2N,R,K*N-�13V*N1�RJH�-L3�DL3..R,6L�[HJ2H*VS�ZL3�H35036-�JR�̂_�V,..,JN�RJH�-L3�$%'$(�P,3NN,0V�,6�3h+3K-31�-J�60++JH-�=_�KJN63HQ*-,JN�1,6-H,K-6M�?A�KJJ+3H*-JH6M�*N1�-L3�,V+.3V3N-*-,JN�JR�=%&�/C[6S�\L3N�*6U31�LJO�-L,6�+HJ2H*V�*11H36636�*�0N,503�N331M�KJN63HQ*-,JN�1,6-H,K-6�6L*H31@�̀ZL,6�131,K*-31�R0N1,N2�RJH�6L3..R,6L�2HJO,N2�*H3*6�,6�KH,-,K*.�-J�J0H�3RRJH-6�-J�H310K3�N0-H,3N-�H0NJRR�*N1�R3K*.�KJ.,RJHV�P*K-3H,*�RHJV�3N-3H,N2�60HR*K3�O*-3H6�,N�-L3�[023-�DJ0N1S�B.-LJ02L�-L363�+HJW3K-6�V*I�50*.,RI�RJH�PHJ*13H�2H*N-6M�-L,6�+HJ2H*V�0N,503.I�+H,JH,-,j36�6L3..R,6L�+HJ-3K-,JN�*N1�*..JO6�06�-J�23-�VJH3�OJHU�1JN3�,N�-*H23-31�*H3*6Sb�ZL0H6-JN�)JN63HQ*-,JN�k,6-H,K-�̀\,-L�$AM&&&�*KH36�JR�6L3..R,6L�*50*K0.-0H3�,N�C*6JN�)J0N-I�-L,6�+HJ2H*V�*11H36636�*�KH,-,K*.�N331�-J�H310K3�*2�,V+*K-6�-J�O*-3H�50*.,-IS�/C[�R0N1,N2�L*6�+HJQ31�-J�P3�-L3�VJ6-�Q*.0*P.3�-JJ.�-J�H310K3�R3K*.�,V+*K-6�*N1�H3V*,N�*N�3RR3K-,Q3�+*H-N3H�,N�-L3�C*6JN�)J0N-I�).3*N�\*-3H�k,6-H,K-Sb�C*6JN�)JN63HQ*-,JN�k,6-H,K-�lm�n����	o�F��p��q��	��	
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��������)H6-'6I*J3�J*-36�*K1�L0K1,K2�6-J0M-0J36�N*JO�PO�1,6-J,M-Q�RHJ�3S*T+.3U�6HT3�1,6-J,M-6�HLL3J�I,2I3J�J3,TP0J63T3K-�+3JM3K-*236�LHJ�6T*..3J�+JHV3M-6U�WI,.3�H-I3J6�+JHN,13�,KMJ3*631�MH6-'6I*J3�LHJ�I,6-HJ,M*..O�0K13J63JN31�M.,3K-6Q�X*J-,M,+*K-6�WIH�MHK-J,P0-3U�-O+,M*..O�MHN3J�P3-W33K�$AYA&�+3JM3K-�HL�-H-*.�+JHV3M-�MH6-6Q�ZI363�1,LL3J3KM36�J3L.3M-�.HM*.�+J,HJ,-,36�*K1�MHTT0K,-O�K3316U�*K1�1,6-J,M-6�+0J603�*11,-,HK*.�L0K1,K2�H++HJ-0K,-,36�*6�-I3O�*J,63�-H�PJH*13K�+JHV3M-�,T+*M-Q�)HK63JN*-,HK�1,6-J,M-6�HL-3K�063�DI3..L,6I�M*+,-*.�L0K1,K2�*.HK26,13�6,2K,L,M*K-�L313J*.�,KN36-T3K-6Q�RHJ�3S*T+.3U�L313J*.�[*-,HK*.�\6-0*JO�XJH2J*T�L0K1,K2�M*K�60++HJ-�H0-J3*MIU�-3MIK,M*.�*66,6-*KM3U�310M*-,HKU�*K1�+JHV3M-�13N3.H+T3K-U�WI,.3�6-*-3�DI3..L,6I�M*+,-*.�L0K1,K2�+*O6�LHJ�,T+.3T3K-*-,HK�HL�/CX6�HK�-I3�2JH0K1Q�DI3..L,6I�L0K1,K2�1H36�KH-�H+3J*-3�,K�,6H.*-,HK�Y�,-�MHKN3J-6�L313J*..O�L0K131�-3MIK,M*.�*66,6-*KM3�*K1�+JHV3M-�13N3.H+T3K-�,K-H�MHT+.3-31�+JHV3M-6Q�9]������̂	�����	_�����E�̀ ��E�
��	��	
��F��
�������E	��a	��bc
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����F�����E	�����	��lZI3�DI3..L,6I�XJH2J*T�60++HJ-6�350,-O�*MJH66�h*6I,K2-HK�PO�,KN36-,K2�,K�MHTT0K,-,36�-I*-�*J3�1,J3M-.O�*LL3M-31�PO�6I3..L,6I�I*JN36-�M.H60J36U�,KM.01,K2�ZJ,P*.�MHTT0K,-,36U�6T*..�*2J,M0.-0J*.�+JH10M3J6U�J0J*.�.*K1HWK3J6U�*K1�MH*6-*.�J36,13K-6Q�ZI363�2JH0+6�*J3�HL-3K�THJ3�N0.K3J*P.3�-H�W*-3J'50*.,-O�,T+*M-6�P3M*063�M.H60J36�M*K�1,6J0+-�M0.-0J*.�+J*M-,M36U�-J3*-O'+JH-3M-31�I*JN36-�H++HJ-0K,-,36U�*K1�.HM*.�,KMHT3�-,31�-H�6I3..L,6I�J36H0JM36Q�ZI3�+JH2J*T�+JHN,136�NH.0K-*JOU�.HM*..O�13.,N3J31�*66,6-*KM3�-I*-�I3.+6�.*K1HWK3J6�J310M3�J0KHLL�*K1�,T+JHN3�MHK1,-,HK6�-I*-�*LL3M-�DI3..L,6I�iJHW,K2�BJ3*6U�MJ3*-,K2�P3K3L,-6�LHJ�PH-I�ZJ,P*.�*K1�KHK'-J,P*.�I*JN36-3J6U�MHTT3JM,*.�H+3J*-HJ6U�*K1�J0J*.�3MHKHT,36Q�i3H2J*+I,M*..OU�-I3�+JH+H6*.�60++HJ-6�MHTT0K,-,36�,K�X023-�DH0K1U�nHH1�)*K*.U�iJ*O6�n*JPHJU�*K1�h,..*+*�/*OU�*J3*6�WI3J3�6I3..L,6I�M.H60J36�I*N3�6,2K,L,M*K-�3MHKHT,MU�M0.-0J*.U�*K1�+0P.,M�I3*.-I�MHK63503KM36Q�C*KO�HL�-I363�MHTT0K,-,36�I*N3�.,T,-31�*MM366�-H�3KN,JHKT3K-*.�63JN,M36�*K1�J3.O�HK�MHK63JN*-,HK�1,6-J,M-6�LHJ�-3MIK,M*.�*66,6-*KM3�*K1�MH6-'6I*J3�L0K1,K2�H++HJ-0K,-,36�,K�HJ13J�-H�K*N,2*-3�W*-3J'50*.,-O�MI*..3K236Q�/O�g33+,K2�-I363�63JN,M36�*N*,.*P.3U�-I3�+JH2J*T�6-J3K2-I3K6�.HM*.�M*+*M,-O�-H�*11J366�W*-3J'50*.,-O�MI*..3K236�+JH*M-,N3.OU�+*J-,M0.*J.O�,K�MHTT0K,-,36�-I*-�L*M3�+3J6,6-3K-�2*+6�,K�*MM366�-H�3KN,JHKT3K-*.�60++HJ-Q�C3*60J*P.3�H0-MHT36�,KM.013�-I3�K0TP3J�HL�/36-�C*K*23T3K-�XJ*M-,M36�,K6-*..31U�-I3�K0TP3J�HL�MHH+3J*-HJ6�+*J-,M,+*-,K2U�*K1�-I3�K0TP3J�HL�MHK63JN*-,HK�1,6-J,M-6�60++HJ-31Q�ZI363�T3*60J36�J3L.3M-�IHW�T*KO�.*K1HWK3J6U�ZJ,P*.�+*J-K3J6U�*K1�J0J*.�MHTT0K,-,36�*J3�J3*MI31�-IJH02I�NH.0K-*JO�*66,6-*KM3Q� o
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STATE OF WASHINGTON  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY 

PO Box 47824 Olympia, Washington 98504-7824 

(360) 236-3330   711 Washington Relay Service 
 

August 4, 2026 

 

 

Matthew Hunter, Senior Budget Advisor 

Katie Knight, Budget Advisor 

Shelly Willhoite, Capital Budget Advisor 

Office of Financial Management 

P.O. Box 43113 

Olympia, Washington 98504-3113 

 

Dear Matthew Hunter, Katie Knight, and Shelly Willhoite: 

 

The Washington State Department of Health, Office of Environmental Health & Safety, Shellfish 

Growing Area Section supports the State Conservation Commission Capital Budget Request (2027-2029). 

Partnership aimed at improving water quality benefits not only shellfish harvesters but Washington’s 

water recreation users. 

 

We manage over 370,000 acres of intertidal and subtidal marine areas for the commercial and recreational 

harvest of shellfish. Our program uses very stringent marine water quality standards and upland 

investigations to determine the risk for harvest. Harvesting may not be allowed in high-risk areas due to 

the potential impact to public health.  

 

Historically, farms, septic systems, wastewater treatment plants, and other point and nonpoint sources 

have resulted in harvest area closures. Our Water Quality Restoration Program works with partners, 

including the State Conservation Commission, to implement projects that will eliminate impacts to 

harvest areas and maintain the current high standards in those areas not impacted.  

 

Ongoing efforts by the State Conservation Commission and individual conservation districts are vital to 

the success of our restoration and maintenance efforts and the protection of public health for shellfish 

consumers. Grant funding to individual small farms allows the implementation of projects that protect the 

marine-related downstream shellfish farmers and recreational shellfish harvesters.  

 

We support the State Conservation Commission’s proposal and find it vital for the protection of shellfish 

harvesting and water quality in the state. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Scott Berbells, R.S., Manager 

Shellfish Growing Area Section 

(360) 236-3324   Scott.Berbells@doh.wa.gov 
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����������	�
��
	��������
����

��������������	�����
�����������	����	��	
�� !"	�
���#��$%�$&$%'$&$(�)*+,-*.�/0123-�435036-����	���7��8	�#��������9� :��	����#��(;<&;$&$=���>?@%AB�	�����7��8	�#��)/C&&$�����������	D������
��
	�������������	�
E������D���
�F�
��G����	���H���	#��:	
��������I�������
��J#��C-*-3K,13 
����J#��C-*-3K,13 I	D�
�����	�:�
�����#��&(>����	���HJ�	LM*N-;OP*N�'�QN,13N-,R,31�
S��E���	
��8��
E	
�D����# �>(T&>U���������������	

��
	VQCWA�X4)C�63.3Y-6�+MP+P6*.6�Z*631�PN�+0Z.,6[31�YM,-3M,*\�PN.]�,R�*N�4)̂ �̂+MP+P6*.�,6�*++MP_31�RPM�R0N1,N2�Z]�X4)C�*M3�-[3]�*Z.3�-P�*YY366�6-*-3�̀*-Y[,N2�R0N16�RMP̀ �-[3�C))Ta��b�E�c���D	�	���������
XPN3�d��V��DU�������H���	 e
�����	V�H���� ��������	����� 
���	�����	����� �	������
 7	b�U�����
U����
�V	 ef�	�V����	
� ��������d�
�����	���V&@% �@>\@&&\&&&� �<<\%&&\&&&�C-*-3�/.12�)PN6-M'QNgNPKN �9hi9��i���� ��� ��� ��� ���i���i����H���� �����j� ��j��jj ��jj�j9 ��j9�j�d����	�d�
�����	���V
&@% �<<\%&&\&&&� �<<\%&&\&&&��<<\%&&\&&&� �<<\%&&\&&&�C-*-3�/.12�)PN6-M'QNgNPKN ���i���i���� ���i���i���� ���i���i���� ���i���i����H�����k�	�����D�l�����
7��k�	�����D�l�����

@



����������	
��	�
���	��������
����
��
���������

�
��� !"#$%&'(%)�*+,- "(�./01 +*+,- "(�$)%22'3'"%(',!4 +2',!5' !!'/06!")/7 �*%� �./01 +28,+(�9+7 + :��
�
;�<�=>=?@=AB?C=?@��B>>>>>DA*+,- "(�*+',+'(#�� !"#�5/7� (
E��
���
�
;�<�=>=?@=AB?C�))�*+,- "(�$)%22'3'"%(',!2*+',+'(#�� !"#�5/7� (B>>>>>DA=?@�
�))�F2 +�672�F2 +�67F2 +�G+,/& H 2HI,+�J,+7�,+�KL" ) . .

M



����������	�
��
	��������
����

��������������	�����
�����������	����	��	
�� !"	�
���#��$%�$&$%'$&$(�)*+,-*.�/0123-�435036-����	���7��8	�#��������9� :��	����#��(;<&;$&$=���>?@>AB�	�����7��8	�#��)/C&&$����������D������E�����	��������E�F��E�G��	

�HD�FGI����	���J���	#��:	
���������������K�D�
����L	��#$&$>����	���
��

# MN*O-;PQ*O>GK	��R��������R#S*6T,O2-QO�,6�.Q6,O2�U*NV.*O1�*-�*O�*.*NV,O2�N*-3W�-TN3*-3O,O2�*2N,X0.-0N*.�Y,*Z,.,-[�*O1�UQQ1�63X0N,-[\�]T3�̂*NV.*O1�_NQ-3X-,QO�*O1�P*O1�AXX366�̀̂_PAa�+NQ2N*V�N35036-6�bc�V,..,QO�-Q�+3NV*O3O-.[�+NQ-3X-�de>�T,2T'+N,QN,-[�U*NV6�*O1�3f+*O1�.*O1�*XX366�UQN�0O13N63NY31�U*NV3N6\�/[�U0O1,O2�XQO63NY*-,QO�3*63V3O-6�QO�+N,QN,-[W�*-'N,6g�U*NV.*O1W�̂_PA�N3VQY36�13Y3.Q+V3O-�+N3660N3W�g33+6�U*NV.*O1�*UUQN1*Z.3W�*O1�3O60N36�XQO-,O031�*2N,X0.-0N*.�063\�̂_PA�XQV+.3V3O-6�-T3�S*6T,O2-QO�C-*-3�hQ06,O2�̂,O*OX3�)QVV,66,QOi6�̂*NV_Aj�+NQ2N*VW�.3Y3N*2,O2�OQO'6-*-3�U0O1,O2�-Q�+NQ-3X-�U*NV6�-TNQ02T�,OOQY*-,Y3�/0['_NQ-3X-'C3..�-N*O6*X-,QO6\�̂_PA�ZNQ*1.[�60++QN-6�-T3�MQY3NOQNi6�C*.VQO�C-N*-32[�*O1�*1Y*OX36�6-N*-32,36�,O�-T3�_023-�CQ0O1�AX-,QO�A23O1*\����	���������R
����	���:	
���������k�lm���n�����m	��	��	
�����E��	�������
�����o�lm�����nm���n����8	�������	E�8R��m	�8�EK	���	��	
���E�m�n�n�����m	R�8	�������	Eo]T,6�N35036-�,6�UQN�bcW&&&W&&&�-Q�XQO-,O03�-T3�XN,-,X*.�pQNg�QU�-T3�̂*NV.*O1�_NQ-3X-,QO�*O1�P*O1�AXX366�̀̂_PAa�+NQ2N*V�,O�+NQ-3X-,O2�T,2T'50*.,-[�U*NV.*O1�*O1�U*X,.,-*-,O2�.*O1�*XX366W�p,-T�+N,QN,-[�2,Y3O�-Q�+NQq3X-6�-T*-�Z3O3U,-�T,6-QN,X*..[�0O13N63NY31�U*NV3N6�*O1�N*OXT3N6\�̂_PA�p*6�QN,2,O*..[�*++NQ+N,*-31�,O�-T3�$&$$�C0++.3V3O-*.�)*+,-*.�/0123-�*O1�N3X3,Y31�O3p�*++NQ+N,*-,QO6�,O�-T3�$&$d'$@�*O1�$&$@'$%�Z0123-6\�]Q�1*-3W�̂_PA�T*6�+3NV*O3O-.[�+NQ-3X-31�U,Y3�T,2T'+N,QN,-[�U*NV�+NQ+3N-,36�*O1�T*6�UQ0N�*11,-,QO*.�+NQq3X-6�0O13N�XQO-N*X-\�]TNQ02T�-T,6�+NQ2N*VW�+N,QN,-[�U*NV.*O1�T*6�Z33O�+3NV*O3O-.[�+NQ-3X-31�,O�j6.*O1W�r.,Xg,-*-W�s3UU3N6QOW�MN*[6�h*NZQNW�*O1�P3p,6�XQ0O-,36�-Q�1*-3t�+NQq3X-6�X0NN3O-.[�0O13N�XQO-N*X-�p,..�+NQ-3X-�*11,-,QO*.�U*NV.*O1�,O�r,-6*+W�).*..*VW�*O1�S*..*�S*..*�XQ0O-,36\�]T,6�N35036-�p,..�+3NV*O3O-.[�+NQ-3X-�*O�36-,V*-31�de>�T,2T'+N,QN,-[�U*NV6�*XNQ66�S*6T,O2-QO�*O1�3f+*O1�63X0N3�.*O1�*XX366�UQN�T,6-QN,X*..[�0O13N63NY31�U*NV3N6�*O1�N*OXT3N6\�̂_PA�+NQY,136�2N*O-6�-Q�.*O1�-N06-6�-Q�+0NXT*63�*2N,X0.-0N*.�XQO63NY*-,QO�3*63V3O-6�-T*-�N3VQY3�13Y3.Q+V3O-�+N3660N3�UNQV�U*NV.*O1�0O13N�6,2O,U,X*O-�*O1�-,V3'63O6,-,Y3�-TN3*-�QU�XQOY3N6,QO\�/[�3.,V,O*-,O2�6+3X0.*-,Y3�13Y3.Q+V3O-�Y*.03W�-T3�3*63V3O-6�V*g3�U*NV.*O1�VQN3�*UUQN1*Z.3W�3O60N3�XQO-,O031�*2N,X0.-0N*.�063W�*O1�g33+�U*NV6�*Y*,.*Z.3�UQN�O3p�*O1�Z32,OO,O2�U*NV3N6\�]T3�pQNg�Z3O3U,-6�*2N,X0.-0N*.�+NQ10X3N6W�N0N*.�XQVV0O,-,36W�UQQ1�6[6-3V6W�*O1�-T3�ZNQ*13N�+0Z.,X�pTQ�N3.[�QO�S*6T,O2-QO'2NQpO�UQQ1\�̂_PA�U0.U,..6�*�0O,503�O331�QU�*11N366,O2�-T3�,O-3N63X-,O2�XT*..3O236�QU�U*NV.*O1�.Q66W�U*NV.*O1�*UUQN1*Z,.,-[W�*O1�.*O1�*XX366�UQN�-T3�O3f-�23O3N*-,QO�QU�U*NV3N6�*O1�N*OXT3N6\�̂_PA�,6�-T3�QO.[�6Q0NX3�QU�*2N,X0.-0N*.�XQO63NY*-,QO�3*63V3O-�U0O1,O2�,O�S*6T,O2-QO�6-*-3�-T*-�,6�6-N0X-0N31�-Q�60++QN-�/0['_NQ-3X-'C3..�U*NV.*O1�-N*O6*X-,QO6\�]T3�,V+*X-6�QU�-T,6�+NQ2N*V�,OX.013�Z3O3U,-6�-Q?u�A2N,X0.-0N*.�+NQ10X3N6�6-*-3p,13W�+*N-,X0.*N.[�[Q0O2�QN�Z32,OO,O2�U*NV3N6W�/j_v)�+NQ10X3N6W�V0.-,23O3N*-,QO*.�U*NV3N6W�*O1�Y3-3N*O6\u�40N*.�*O1�+3N,'0NZ*O�XQVV0O,-,36�-T*-�N3.[�QO�*2N,X0.-0N*.�.*O1�UQN�3XQOQV,X�*X-,Y,-[W�UQQ1�+NQ10X-,QOW�*O1�3XQ6[6-3V�Z3O3U,-6\u�]T3�6-*-3i6�UQQ1�6[6-3V�*O1�*2N,X0.-0N*.�3XQOQV[W�pT,XT�XQO-N,Z0-3�Z,..,QO6�,O�XNQ+W�.,Y36-QXgW�*O1�UQQ1�+NQX366,O2�N3Y3O03\u�A..�S*6T,O2-QO�N36,13O-6�pTQ�Z3O3U,-�UNQV�3XQ6[6-3V�63NY,X36�60XT�*6�Q+3O�6+*X3W�*50,U3N�N3XT*N23W�p*-3N�U,.-N*-,QOW�X*NZQO�635036-N*-,QOW�*O1�p,.1.,U3�T*Z,-*-\��k�wE	���xR��m	����8�	���������������R��EE�	

	E�8R��m�
��	��	
�k�lmR��
��m	��	��	
�����������Ro�lm���n���E�8	��m	��	
�����x����������KoS*6T,O2-QO�,6�.Q6,O2�U*NV.*O1�*-�*�U*6-3N�N*-3�-T*O�-T3�N36-�QU�-T3�O*-,QOyQY3N�>$cW&&&�*XN36�p3N3�.Q6-�Z3-p33O�$&<%�*O1�$&$$�*.QO3W�*XXQN1,O2�-Q�-T3�VQ6-�N3X3O-�zC{A�A2�)3O606\�̂*NV�Z06,O36636�,O�-T3�6-*-3�T*Y3�13X.,O31�Z[�VQN3�-T*O�dW%&&�U*NV6�̀<&|a\�4*+,1.[�,OXN3*6,O2�.*O1�XQ6-6W�.*Xg�QU�U*NV�60XX366QN6W�*2,O2�+NQ10X3N6W�0NZ*O�3f+*O6,QOW�.Qp'13O6,-[�6+N*p.W�*O1�,O106-N,*.�XQOY3N6,QO�*..�XN3*-3�63Y3N3�-TN3*-6�-Q�.QO2'-3NV�*2N,X0.-0N*.�Y,*Z,.,-[\�BQN3�-T*O�%&|�QU�N3-,N,O2�U*NV3N6�T*Y3�OQ�,13O-,U,31�60XX366QNW�+0--,O2�U*NV6�*-�T,2T�N,6g�QU�XQOY3N6,QO�10N,O2�QpO3N6T,+�-N*O6,-,QO6�̀zC{A�)C4}}CW�̂*NV.*O1�]N*O6,-,QO�z+1*-3a\�/Q-T�[Q0O2�*O1�Z32,OO,O2�*O1�V0.-,23O3N*-,QO*.�U*NV3N6�XQO6,6-3O-.[�X,-3�.*O1�*XX366�*6�-T3�2N3*-36-�<



����������	�
��
	��������
����

��������������	�����
�����������	����	��	
�� !"	�
���#��$%�$&$%'$&$(�)*+,-*.�/0123-�435036-����	���7��8	�#��������9� :��	����#��(;<&;$&$=���>?@>AB�	�����7��8	�#��)/C&&$����������D������E�����	��������E�F��E�G��	

�HD�FGI����	���J���	#��:	
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July 7, 2026 

Re: Support for Farmland Protection and Land Access Program in WSCC Agency Budget 

Dear Director Thompson, Chair Kearney, and the Washington State Conservation Commission, 

Land trusts play an essential role in the permanent preservation of farmland, complementing 

the work of Washington’s conservation districts. We remain excited for the Farmland Protection 

and Land Access (FPLA) program and are eager to support another $4 million funding request 

in the next biennial budget. We urge you to include funding at this level or above as part of your 

request to the legislature for the 2027-2029 budget. 

FPLA has provided a unique tool that, in tandem with the FarmPAI revolving loan program at 

the Washington State Housing Finance Commission, supports land trusts in protecting 

farmland at imminent risk of development. The buy-protect-sell strategy complements the suite 

of tools land trusts have traditionally used, creating a pathway to transition farmland from a 

retiring generation of farmers to the next generation. With several FPLA projects completed or 

underway, land trusts are gaining an understanding of just how powerful this opportunity is for 

supporting our goals to protect working lands and the future of agriculture. 

Ongoing funding for FPLA is critical to build on the success and momentum that has been 

generated over the past three years. Thank you for your ongoing support, and for your service in 

conserving Washington’s natural and working lands.​
​
Sincerely,​
 

American Farmland Trust 

Blue Mountain Land Trust 

Capitol Land Trust 

Chehalis River Basin Land Trust 

Chelan-Douglas Land Trust 

Coastal Farmland Trust 

Community Farm Land Trust 

Draper Law PLLC 

Ducks Unlimited 

 

Forterra 

Great Peninsula Conservancy 

Jefferson Land Trust 

Methow Conservancy 

Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland 

Washington Farmland Trust 

Whatcom Land Trust 

Whidbey Camano Land Trust 

Washington Association of Land Trusts 
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  June 2026 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360)790-3501 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 
Project Number: 40000053 Project Title: Natural Resource Investments(NRI) 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  
OFM will collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒Yes   ☐ No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any 
entity other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit 
entity, or the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or 
other right to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise 
acquire any output of the project or asset such as electric power or water 
supply? 

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which 
will use the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or 
any other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental 
entity, for the use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A 
nongovernmental entity is defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited 
liability company, or association.  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal government (including any federal department or agency).   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its 
agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

If all the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   



  June 2026 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360)790-3501 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 
Project Number: 40000055 Project Title: Irrigation Efficiencies 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  
OFM will collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒Yes   ☐ No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any 
entity other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit 
entity, or the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or 
other right to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise 
acquire any output of the project or asset such as electric power or water 
supply? 

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which 
will use the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or 
any other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental 
entity, for the use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A 
nongovernmental entity is defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited 
liability company, or association.  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal government (including any federal department or agency).   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its 
agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

If all the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   



  June 2026 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360)790-3501 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 
Project Number: 40000056 Project Title: Voluntary Stewardship Program 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  
OFM will collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒Yes   ☐ No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any 
entity other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit 
entity, or the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or 
other right to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise 
acquire any output of the project or asset such as electric power or water 
supply? 

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which 
will use the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or 
any other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental 
entity, for the use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A 
nongovernmental entity is defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited 
liability company, or association.  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal government (including any federal department or agency).   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its 
agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

If all the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   



  June 2026 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360)790-3501 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 
Project Number: 40000057 Project Title: Shrubsteppe 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  
OFM will collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒Yes   ☐ No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any 
entity other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit 
entity, or the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or 
other right to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise 
acquire any output of the project or asset such as electric power or water 
supply? 

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which 
will use the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or 
any other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental 
entity, for the use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A 
nongovernmental entity is defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited 
liability company, or association.  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal government (including any federal department or agency).   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its 
agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

If all the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   



  June 2026 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360)790-3501 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 
Project Number: 40000058 Project Title: Shellfish 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  
OFM will collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒Yes   ☐ No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any 
entity other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit 
entity, or the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or 
other right to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise 
acquire any output of the project or asset such as electric power or water 
supply? 

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which 
will use the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or 
any other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental 
entity, for the use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A 
nongovernmental entity is defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited 
liability company, or association.  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal government (including any federal department or agency).   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its 
agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

If all the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   



  June 2026 

Expected Use of Bond/COP Proceeds 
 

Agency No: 4710 Agency Name State Conservation Commission 
Contact Name: Sarah Groth 
Phone: (360)790-3501 Fax: (360)407-6215 
Fund(s) Number: 057 Fund Name: State Building Construction Account 
Project Number: 40000060 Project Title: Farmland Preservation and Land Access 

Agencies are required to submit this form for all projects funded with Bonds or COPs, as applicable.  
OFM will collect and forward the forms to the Office of the State Treasurer. 

1. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be owned by any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒Yes   ☐ No 

2. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be leased to any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

3. Will any portion of the project or asset ever be managed or operated by any 
entity other than the state or one of its agencies or departments?   

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

4. Will any portion of the project or asset be used to perform sponsored research 
under an agreement with a nongovernmental entity (business, non-profit 
entity, or the federal government), including any federal department or agency?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

5. Does the project involve a public/private venture, or will any entity other than 
the state or one of its agencies or departments ever have a special priority or 
other right to use any portion of the project or asset to purchase or otherwise 
acquire any output of the project or asset such as electric power or water 
supply? 

☒ Yes  ☐ No 

6. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be granted or transferred to 
nongovernmental entities (businesses, non-profit entities, or the federal 
government) or granted or transferred to other governmental entities which 
will use the grant for nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

7. If you have answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, will your agency or 
any other state agency receive any payments from any nongovernmental 
entity, for the use of, or in connection with, the project or assets?  A 
nongovernmental entity is defined as  

a. any person or private entity, such as a corporation, partnership, limited 
liability company, or association.  

b. any nonprofit corporation (including any 501(c)(3) organization); or 
c. the federal government (including any federal department or agency).   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

8. Is any portion of the project or asset, or rights to any portion of the project or 
asset, expected to be sold to any entity other than the state or one of its 
agencies or departments?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

9. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be loaned to nongovernmental 
entities or loaned to other governmental entities that will use the loan for 
nongovernmental purposes?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

10. Will any portion of the Bond/COP proceeds be used for staff costs for tasks not 
directly related to a financed project(s)?   

☐ Yes  ☒ No 

If all the answers to the questions above are “No,” request tax-exempt funding.  If the answer to any of the 
questions is “Yes,” contact your OFM capital analyst for further review.   
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