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Mission: To conserve natural resources on all lands in 
Washington state, through voluntary and incentive-based 
programs, in collaboration with conservation districts and 
other partners.

Vision: Our state shall have healthy soils, water, air, and 
ecosystems, and sustainable human interaction with 
these resources, including viable agriculture and forestry.
‍
The State Conservation Commission and districts are 
recognized as trusted partners who promote voluntary 
stewardship and accomplish natural resource goals.

 

THE SCC’S MISSION & VISION: 



SCC offers several incentive-based programs that empower landowners to 

voluntarily install best management practices (BMPs) by working with their 

local conservation district. 

• Natural Resource Investment Program (NRI) – Districts use NRI 

funding to install BMPs that advance progress toward resource objectives, 

such as improved water quality and habitat, and are farm-friendly

• Shellfish Grant Program – Districts use Shellfish funding to install BMPs 

in watersheds or subwatersheds draining into Shellfish Growing Areas 

(SGAs) to improve water quality issues, esp. those caused by agricultural 

runoff 

• Sustainable Farms and Fields (SFF) – Districts and other public entities 

use SFF funding to help increase climate-smart practices on farmland, 

rangeland, and aquaculture tideland to increase carbon sequestration and 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions

• Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) – VSP has recently received 

capital appropriations for cost-share projects in participating counties  

SCC VOLUNTARY GRANT PROGRAMS



In FY22, the legislature appropriated $10m for Salmon Recovery to the 

Washington State Conservation Commission.  

Programmatic Guidelines were developed for this program and allowed:

• Conservation Districts to apply tor funding for traditional cost-share 

project, District Implemented Projects (DIPs), or incentives program 

for voluntary restoration projects with landowners. 

• Funded riparian projects, along with in-stream projects (so long as 

those complement riparian projects).

• Projects within watersheds with critical salmon habitat needs that 

would benefit with increased/improved riparian habitat with 

prioritization for:

• Projects within 303(d) areas or are included in salmon recovery plan or 

WRIA plan;

• adjacent to other riparian restoration projects; 

• group adjacent landowners into larger, continuous projects

SALMON RECOVERY FUNDING (FY23)

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/5faf8a950cdaa224e61edad9/64f9051638de013c4b05b175_Revised_SRF%20Program%20Guidelines%206.30.23_cleancopy.pdf


SALMON RECOVERY FUNDING (FY23)



In partnership with local conservation districts, a summary of the work 

accomplished between first awarding projects in Summer of 2022 

through FY year end June 30, 2023, is summarized below.

• 26 – Number of conservation districts receiving awards

• 252 – Number of landowners CDs worked with to implement 

BMPs

• 378 – Number of BMPs implemented

Participating districts: Asotin, Benton, Cascadia, Clallam, Clark, 

Columbia, Cowlitz/Wahkiakum, Grays Harbor, Lewis, King, Kitsap, 

Kittitas, Mason, Okanogan, Pacific, Palouse, Pend Oreille, San Juan 

Islands, Snohomish, Skagit, South Yakima, Thurston, Underwood, 

Whatcom, Whidbey Island, and Whitman. 

SALMON RECOVERY FUNDING (FY23)



• $25 million of capital funding through the Natural Climate 

Solutions Account for the 23-25 biennium to provide grants 

for riparian restoration projects with landowners

• Open to conservation districts

• Proviso language is prescriptive

• Inclusive, collaborative process to develop guidelines, 

ETA Jan 2024

• Must prioritize permanent protection of riparian areas 

or removal of riparian land from agricultural production 

or development

• 5 years of tree/shrub maintenance plus yearly 

maintenance of buffer up to 10 years*

• Framework of monitoring and adaptive management, 

and metrics to document progress and successes.  

• Tiered incentive rates an option 

RIPARIAN GRANT PROGRAM



RIPARIAN RESTORATION PROJECTS 

OUTREACH/EDUCATION

$3 million for FY 23-25 in the operating budget for targeted 
outreach, identification, and planning/implementation of projects 
funded through the Riparian Grant Program



SALMON RIPARIAN EDUCATION 

AND COMMUNICATIONS 

$2 million for FY 23-25 in the operating budget to educate people in urban, 

suburban, rural, agricultural, and forested areas (pretty much everywhere) to 

educate the public about the value of riparian habitat for salmon recovery and 

steps everyone can take to protect and restore these critical areas.  

                        



FEDERAL PROGRAM - CREP

CREP = Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program through the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA)

•  In exchange for removing environmentally sensitive land 
from production agricultural producers are paid an annual 
rental rate to grow a “riparian crop”. 

• FSA funds 80% of costs, i.e., annual payments.  State pays 
20%, i.e., cost of planting and maintenance. 

• In Washington, CREP is intended to alleviate some of the ag-
related habitat loss for ESA listed salmon and steelhead and 
impacts to water quality via specific objectives.

• $15 million for FY23-25 in capital budget as state match

NRCS – e.g., EQIP, Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP)



Questions? Please visit scc.wa.gov 

Or contact: 

Alison Halpern

ahalpern@scc.wa.gov

360-280-5556

https://www.scc.wa.gov/
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