
 

 

Washington State Conservation Commission 

September 20, 2023  

Asotin County Project Tour 

 

We will visit sites throughout 
Asotin County and showcase 
projects implemented utilizing a 
variety of programs and funding 
mechanisms, resource concerns, 
and highlight a variety of 
partnerships. 

 
• Manure Handling & Field 

Application Equipment 
 
• Cougar Creek Fish Passage 

• Forest Health Project 

• Tenmile Creek PALS – Hands 
on Construction 

  

  



Manure Handling & Field Application Equipment 

 

Over the last decade, ACCD and NRCS have helped with 

cost-share on manure management containment 

systems for cooperators. Very few of those who 

have collected cattle manure had any way of 

spreading the manure on crop fields.  ACCD was 

awarded funds through the WSCC Sustainable 

Farms & Fields Program to purchase manure 

screening and spreading equipment. The District 

now owns a Revolver trommel and a Kuhn spreader. 

Cooperators can rent the equipment to apply manure 

in accordance with the Comprehensive Nutrient 

Management Plans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Lower Grande Ronde Fish Passage: 

Cougar Creek – The Last Barrier 

 

Four fish passage barriers associated with public road crossings were identified in the lower 

Grande Ronde watershed in 2011. Correcting these barriers was identified as a high priority by 

the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board.  

 

Rattlesnake Creek - 2015 

Miles of Stream Made Accessible: 8.97 

Funding: RCO Salmon Recovery Funding Board, WA Department of Transportation 

Project Sponsor: Asotin Co Conservation District 

Project Cost: $739,903 

 



Buford Creek - 2019 

 

 

Miles of Stream Made Accessible: 

5.00 

Funding: RCO Fish Barrier 

Removal Board, RCO Salmon 

Recovery Funding Board, 

Bonneville Power Administration, 

WA Department of 

Transportation 

Project Sponsor: Nez Perce Tribe 

(ACCD project partner) 

Project Cost: $4,501,462 

 

 

 

Cottonwood Creek - 2020 

 

Miles of Stream Made 

Accessible: 2.54 

Funding: RCO Fish Barrier 

Removal Board, RCO Salmon 

Recovery Funding Board, 

Bonneville Power 

Administration  

Project Sponsor: Asotin County 

Conservation District 

Project Cost: $709,986 

 

 



 

Cougar Creek – 2023 (In progress) 

 

Miles of Stream Made Accessible: 2.25 

Funding: RCO Fish Barrier Removal Board, RCO Salmon Recovery Funding Board, Bonneville 

Power Administration  

Project Sponsor: Asotin County Conservation District 

Project Cost: estimated $887,600 

   



 

“Forest-fuels for In-Stream Habitat”  

     Forestland Stewardship Program  
 

 
 

Program Goals: The Asotin County Conservation District is implementing a Forestland Stewardship Program to source 

local, high-quality woody materials for in-stream fish habitat enhancement projects. Forest improvement practices will 

be applied to reduce fuel-loading and increase fire-resiliency in the upland forests which stand at the headwaters of 

our watersheds. We will assist all interested Asotin County forestland owners in planning their Forestland Stewardship 

goals to conduct thinning and pruning operations. The Conservation District uses the harvested woody materials to 

construct in-stream habitat enhancement structures in project areas around Asotin County. 

 

In-Stream Habitat Enhancement Projects: PALS (Post-assisted log structures) and BDA’s (beaver dam analogues) 

habitat enhancement PALS and BDAs are low-cost, temporary, hand-built structures which mimic the natural stream 

process of wood accumulation (much like a beaver dam) and improve fish habitat. We will install low tech process base 

restoration structures in small streams within Asotin County. Future habitat enhancement projects are in the works, so 

we will be needing large amounts of woody materials into the foreseeable future! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forestland Stewardship Program Requirements: 

• The Stewardship Program is open to all Asotin County landowners with forested parcels. 

• Forestland Agricultural Stewardship Plan (Provided at no cost to landowners by ACCD technical staff): Includes 

comprehensive statement of landowner goals and timber management objectives, parcel location 

maps/descriptions, stand descriptions and vegetation inventory data, and recommended 

conservation/maintenance/treatment activities. 

*All Agricultural Stewardship Plans provided by Conservation Districts are confidential and exempt from the public records act 

• Forest improvement practices can be conducted according to the Forestland Stewardship Plan by the ACCD-

hired crew (dependent upon availability), contracted privately with local certified foresters, or completed by 

the landowner. 

o Landowner contractual responsibilities and financial investments for thinning and pruning operations provided by 

ACCD will be defined as per acre rates. *Special conservation service-fee rates for forest improvement activities may 

be available for a limited number of acres per season, per landowner, dependent upon crew availability and funding.  

 



Forest Health Projects 

 

 

 

  

Engaging, enabling, and empowering private forestland owners 

to complete forest health projects aimed at reducing wildfire 

hazards, and improving wildlife habitat and ecosystem resilience. 

Treatments such as pre-commercial thinning, pruning, and slash 

removal help to remove excessive biomass and restore historic 

forest structures while increasing resilience to low-intensity 

wildfire events.  

ACCD is working closely with our partners at DNR, NRCS, and 

private contractors to align major projects and increase the 

effectiveness of treatments across ownership boundaries.   

Washington Conservation Corps Crews are implementing DIP 

forest health treatments throughout Asotin County. These young 

forest practitioners are learning and growing into future 

conservation land managers.  

Before treatment 

During treatment 

After treatment 

WCC Forestry Crew, 2023 



Tenmile Creek PALS 

After collecting piles of slash from our Forest Health Projects, the 

Washington Conservation Corps Crew (WCC) packaged the 

materials for transport by helicopter into the Tenmile Creek stream 

restoration project site 68.1. Each bundle weighed roughly 1 ton, 

and we dropped 12 bundles into the canyon below for the 

construction of PALS.  

The WCC “Super Crew” showed up with members from all over 

Washington state and installed 40 PALS in 8 days in a very remote 

section of the canyon.  These crew members learned what it takes 

to install PALS and restore Steelhead Habitat in Asotin County!! 

WCC Super Crew, 2023 

Helicopter transport of slash for PALS 

Packaged-bundles of PALS Materials 


