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COMMODITY BUFFER 
PROGRAM

• INITIATED IN 2016 (RCPP)

• INNOVATION – DRYLAND AGRICULTURE

• IMPROVE FARM EFFICIENCY

• INCREASE ECONOMIC VIABILITY

• REWARD FOR PROTECTING PUBLIC 

INTEREST

• FULL VALUE COMPENSATION



PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

• PRODUCER INSTALLS BUFFER SIZE 

ACCORDING TO WATERWAY TYPE

• PRACTICE CAN BE FILTER STRIP (GRASS 

ONLY) OR NATIVE RIPARIAN FOREST

• PRODUCER MUST MAINTAIN BUFFER 

PRACTICE FOR LIFE OF CONTRACT 

• CONTRACTS WERE 3-YEAR
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COMPENSATION

• SCD USED CUSTOMIZED BUFFER PRICING 

MODEL

• COMPENSATION CHANGES WITH ROTATION OF 

CROP & RMA PROJECTED PRICES

• INCENTIVES AVAILABLE BASED ON BUFFER SIZE, 

TILLAGE PRACTICES, ADDITION OF WOODY 

SPECIES
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Reed Canary 

Grass

Alfalfa grass mix 

buffer 



RESULTS
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Hangman Creek 
Riparian Restoration 
Program

• Ecology Program Guidelines
• SCD administration and 

development
• Option for landowners with 

Ecology letters



PROGRAM OVERVIEW

• ANNUAL RENTAL PAYMENT = 

$300/AC

• COVERS 100% OF 

INSTALLATION, MATERIALS, AND 

LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE

• MUST BE HANGMAN CREEK 
PRIORITY SITE

• MUST BE ALONG FISH-BEARING 
STREAM

• USE OF SPTH TO ESTABLISH 
BUFFER WIDTH (50% MINIMUM)

• 15-YEAR LEASE CONTRACTS
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• 9 PARTICIPANTS

• 18 PARCELS

• 170 ACRES

• 44,142 LINEAR FEET OF 

STREAM

• TOTAL COST OF $3.1 

MILLION

PROGRAM 
RESULTS
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