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Water Quality                  
Combined Funding Program

• Section 319 grants (Federal)

• Current biennium: $3.4 million 

• Centennial grants (State)

• Current biennium: $13 million

• Clean Water State Revolving 

Fund (Loans)

• Current biennium: $100 million
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https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/water-quality-combined#:~:text=Water%20quality%20combined%20funding%20program%20Our%20Water%20Quality,and%20loans%20from%20state%20and%20federal%20funding%20sources.


What do we fund under nonpoint?

• Buffers-Riparian Management Zones

• Other stream restoration projects

• Agriculture BMPs

• Conservation-Based Tillage Systems

• Livestock Off-stream Watering Facilities, Feeding area BMPs, 

Waste storage, cross fencing and Exclusion Fencing

• Septic System repair and replacement
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Riparian Management Zones

• Voluntary Clean Water Guidance

• Chapter 12 (Riparian Management 
Zones)

• Recommendations based on extensive 
review of scientific literature

• Support meeting water quality 
standards (including temperature) 
while still providing flexibility to 
landowner
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Riparian management - options

The riparian management zone widths are based on WDFW 1 SPTH (215ft. 

and 150ft.) **100 feet for eastside areas without forest potential

1. Preferred option: fully forested riparian management area

Options two and three include a no touch core zone:

2. Riparian management with Agroforestry uses (including 

silvopastures). 

3. Riparian management with Agricultural uses in the outer zone, with 

an inner zone filter strip. 
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The riparian management zone widths are based on 
WDFW 1 SPTH (215ft. and 150ft.)



How do we 
incentivize 
implementation 
of RMZs-
buffers?

• Do not require match

• Additional funding for maintaining larger buffers

• Eligible for additional BMPs

• Ecosystem Service Payments
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Ecosystem Service Payments

• Projects that implement a fully forested riparian 

management zone are eligible for a lump sum 

ecosystem payment of $2,000 per acre

• All ecosystem service payments will require: 

• Ecology pre-approval

• Washington State Ecosystem Service Contract (that includes, 

but is not limited to the landowner agreement requirements 

outlined in Section 2.5.1 of our Funding Guidelines)

* See Guidelines section 2.5.12, page 49 8

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2310020.pdf


Future

• Continue lump sum

• Hangman Commodity Buffer 

Program

• Tiered buffer incentives 

(higher incentives to wider 

fully forested zones)
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Grant Programs

• Floodplains by Design

• NEP-Stormwater strategic initiative grants

• Watershed plan implementation and flow 

achievement grants

• Yakima Basin Integrated Planning Grant

• Coastal Protection Fund – Terry Husseman Account 

Grants

• Climate Resilient Riparian Systems
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https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Payments-contracts-grants/Grants-loans/Find-a-grant-or-loan/Water-Quality-grants-and-loans
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/floodplains-by-design-grants
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/puget-sound-stormwater-strategic-initiative-grant
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/watershed-planning-grants
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/yakima-basin-integrated-planning-grant
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/coastal-protection-fund
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/coastal-protection-fund


Climate Resilient Riparian Systems Grant

• New Riparian Grant Program funded by EPA

• Coalition of Ecology, WSCC, Bonneville Environmental 

Foundation

• Up to $30M federal funding over 6 years in Puget Sound Basin

• Priorities for funding determined through conversations with tribal 
govt., stakeholders, and funders 

• Pilot approaches to incentivize landowner participation in riparian 
work will be developed and funded

• Initial grant solicitation: Fall, 2024
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Thank you
Melissa Gildersleeve
melissa.gildersleeve@ecy.wa.gov

360-789-3610
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