
RCO Riparian Policy Summary 
As of September 19, 2023 

This document summarizes the current policies associated with the $25,000,000 in riparian-
specific funding received by the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) during the 2023-2025 
biennium, as approved by the Salmon Recovery Funding Board during their September 2023 
meeting. Additional policy details are being developed and will be added to those below as part 
of an appendix in Manual 18 for the 2024 grant round.  

Fund Allocation 

 
Regional Recovery Organization Riparian Allocation Percent 
Hood Canal Coordinating Council $572,880 2.40% 
Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board $4,774,000 20.00% 
Northeast Washington $453,530 1.90% 
Puget Sound Partnership $9,070,600 38.00% 
Snake River Salmon Recovery Board $2,014,628 8.44% 
Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board $2,460,997 10.31% 
Washington Coast Sustainable Salmon Partnership $2,284,359 9.57% 
Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board $2,239,006 9.38% 
Total $23,870,000 100.00% 

 
• Regardless of how the funding is sub-allocated to lead entities, no lead entities shall 

receive less than $300,000 of riparian specific funding.  
• No limit on number of riparian projects funded within a lead entity or region. 
• Funding can be used for the 2023 and/or 2024 grant round, and eligible 2023 riparian 

projects can refine their scope of work. 
• If not obligated by 2024, it could be carried over to 2025 or given to another lead entity. 

General Policies 

• Except as otherwise provided or modified herein, riparian specific funding is subject to 
Manual 18 requirements. 

• Multiple project types eligible for riparian specific funding may be combined in a single 
proposed scope of work. 

• Riparian specific funding cannot be used to partially fund a project with other, non-
eligible project elements. 

• RCO will be creating a separate funding program in PRISM to track the riparian specific 
funding separately from regular SRFB funding. 



• Riparian specific funding may not be used for cost increases on projects previously 
funded with SRFB or PSAR money, only for cost increases on projects that have been 
previously funded, in whole or in part, with riparian specific funding.  

• RCO may use a portion of the riparian specific funding to fulfill its PCSRF match 
obligation and will work with the grant sponsors to identify which projects need indirect. 

• Projects funded solely with riparian funding will not require matching funds, but if a 
project includes both riparian funding and funding from SRFB and/or PSAR, the riparian 
dollars will also be subject to the current matching share requirements in Manual 18.  

Eligible Project Types 

Acquisition  

• Eligible as sole, primary, or secondary project type. 
• Only acquisition projects with 50% or less uplands, as defined in Manual 18: Appendix L, 

are eligible for riparian funding. 
• Subject to the policies and eligible costs in Manual 3: Acquisition Projects. 

Restoration - Riparian Habitat 

• Eligible as sole, primary, or secondary project type. 
• Multi-site projects within a geographic envelope are allowed where potential parcels 

would provide similar benefits. 
• Riparian planting projects are eligible for an agreement period of up to five years to 

support post-planting monitoring, stewardship, and adaptive management. 

Restoration – Site Stewardship 

• Eligible as sole, primary, or secondary project type. 

Restoration - Instream Habitat 

• Eligible instream habitat work-types are limited to: Beaver dam analogs, instream 
structure placement, and streambank stabilization.  

• These instream work-types may only be included as a supporting element of a riparian 
habitat project in the 2024 annual grant round.  

Planning - Assessment & Inventory  

• Eligible as a sole project type. 
• Each region is limited to 10% of their riparian specific funding allocation for riparian-

specific assessment and inventory projects. 
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