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Habitat & Flow Restoration Compliance Program 
Design & Permit Support

Compliance Program 
Administration

Who Is The Freshwater Trust?

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with 36 years of actively working 
to preserve and restore freshwater ecosystems.
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Where We Work

Snake River Temperature Compliance (ID & OR)

• Entity: Idaho Power Company (600,000 customers)

• Compliance Driver: CWA 401 Certification for FERC 
relicensing of Hells Canyon hydroelectric dams  

• Options:  
• Mechanical: Pumping system to move cooler water 

from behind dam 

• Ecological: Restore natural functions of river 
upstream through multiple actions taken in 
collaboration with private landowners 

• Benefits of Ecological Option:   

• Reduce phosphorus & sediment load with farming best 
management practices 

• Actions also reduce proliferation of underwater plants 
and restore fish habitat 

• Avoid installation of technological alternatives 

• Ability to deploy multiple sources of funding and align 
other programs/funds to achieve greater outcomes

Photos from Idaho Power Company
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Rogue River Temperature Compliance

• Cities: Medford, Ashland

• Partners: 20+ landowners, watershed groups ,
other municipalities native plant nurseries 

• Compliance Driver: CWA NPDES permits

• Options:  
• Mechanical: Holding pond to store water for months 

during exceedance ; Cooling towers 

• Ecological: 15-20 miles of native riparian vegetation 
restored and maintained for 20 years 

• Benefits of Ecological Option (WQT):  
• 1/3 cost of mechanical option

• Money pays local restoration contractors  

• Farmers/landowners get annual lease payments  

• Restoration = 20 jobs per $1 million spent  

• Facilities achieve temperature compliance 

• Ability to deploy multiple sources of funding and align 
other programs/funds to achieve greater outcomes

StreamBank® Toolkit

Analysis & Prioritization Implementation Tracking
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Program Feasibility

Program Design
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Tracking & Reporting Outcomes

Riparian Restoration for Resilience

David Primozich

Vice President of Water

March 7, 2024

Questions?

2024 The Freshwater Trust
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